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Forlhe  Episcopal  W’atcliinaii. 

THE  MAGI  AND  THE  STAR  IN  THE 
EAST. 

At  tills  season  our  Church  directs  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  her  uicii'bers  to  the  wonderful  circuin- 
ittnccs  connected  with  tlie  advent  of  our  Re- 
Jeemer.  Among  these  circumstances  the  visii 
which  the  “  wise  men”  of  the  East  made  to  the 
nfaDt  Jesus,  under  the  guidance  of  a  niiracu- 
loas  star,  is  conspicuous.  On  their  arrival  at 
Jerusalem  they  impiired,  ”  Where  is  he  that  is 
horn  King  of  the  Jews  ?  for  we  have  seen  his 
Mr  in  the  East,  and  are  come  to  worship  him.” 
Bot  who  were  these  tnise  men  ?  Ilow  knew 
they  that  the  Messiah  was  horn,  or  that  the  star 
which  they  saw  indicated  his  nativity  ? 

Among  the  Roman  Catholics  we  believe 
there  is  a  tradition  that  tbe.se  wise  men  were 
three  in  number,  and  all  of  royal  blood,  kings 
tfdiiTerent  provinces  East  and  South  of  Judea, 
in  the  country  now  called  Arabia.  By  seeking 
out  the  residence  of  the  infant  Saviour,  and 
presenting  unto  Him  their  treasures  of  gold, 
frtnkinccnse,  and  myrrh,  it  is  said  that  the 
prophecy  in  the  1 0th  verse  of  the  72d.  Psalm 
ns  fulfilled  ”  The  kings  of 'Parshish  and  ol 
ibelsles  shall  bring  presents  ;  the  kings  ofShe- 
bt,  and  Seba  shall  offer  gifts.”  But  this  opinion 
nems  to  l>e  altogether  groundless  :  Iwcause,  in 
the  first  place,  the  prediction  in  the  72d  Psalm, 
on  which  alone  it  appears  to  be  founded,  relates 
not  to  the  Messiah,  but  to  the  prosperity  of  Sol* 
omon  ;  and  in  Solomon  it  was  completely  ful¬ 
filled.  Immense  wealth  flowed  into  his  cofiers 
from  Tarshish,  and  the  queen  of  Sheba  brought 
to  him  magnificent  presents.  Many  oatioiis, 
"from  the  river  even  unto  the  ends  of  the 
world,”  did  homage  to  him,  and  paid  tribute. 
There  arc  some  parts  of  the  Psalm,  indeed, 
which  relate  directly  to  the  Messiah,  and  could 
only  have  been  metapliorically  spoken  of  Solo- 
■OB. — But,  in  the  next  place,  our  reason  for  re¬ 
jecting  this  Roman  Catholic  tradition  concern¬ 
ing  the  quality  of  the  wise  men,  is,  that  there  is 
not  so  much  as  a  single  hint,  or  the  most  distant 
iHusion,  either  in  the  Evangelists,  or  in  any  of 
the  Apostolical  writings,  to  sanction  it.  If  they 
had  been  kings,  there  is  no  probability  that  so 
remarkable  a  fact,  a  circumstance  so  honorable 
to  our  Lord,  would  have  been  passed  over  in  ut- 
lersilence  by  the  sacred  Historians. 

Another  opinion  is,  that  they  lived  in  Arabia, 
to  the  East  of  Jordan,  and  were  either  Jews, 
who  had  now  become  scattered  in  every  nation 
nnder  heaven,  or  pagan  philosophers  and  astro¬ 
logers.  descendants  of  Abraham  by  Keturah. — 
The  word  which  is  translated  “  wise  men,”  is 
derived  from  the  Persian  language,  in  which  it 
N  said  to  signify  a  philosopher,  an  eminently 
learned  man,  and  perhaps  a  fire-worshipper, 
fhe  disciples  of  Zoroaster,  wnrship|)ers  of  fire, 
denominated  Magi,  were  to  be  found,  not  in 
Arabia,  but  in  Persia.  The  fact,  then,  that 
^ir  name  is  Persian,  together  with  mapy  other 
circumstances  which  cannot  here  be  detailed, 
‘nduces  us  to  believe  that  these  eastern  sa¬ 
lt*  came  from  Persia.  They  were  probably 


gentile  philosophers,  mathematicians,  and  as¬ 
tronomers,  of  distinction — men  of  much  medi¬ 
tation,  and  of  true  piety,  who,  although  destitute 
of  the  Book  of  Revelation,  yet  served  God  faithful¬ 
ly  according  to  their  ability  and  the  best  know¬ 
ledge  which  they  could  obtain.  Their  appella¬ 
tion  of  Magi  or  Magicians,  had  nut  anciently 
the  same  ill  signification  which  it  afterwards 
acquired.  It  meant  not  that  they  were  con¬ 
cerned  in  arts  of  magic,  enchantment,  or  witch¬ 
craft  ;  but  simply,  that  they  were  distinguished 
scholars  and  divines,  and  belonged  to  the  most 
eminent  and  honourable  class  of  men  in  the 
country.  The  Zoroastrian  priests  were  at  the 
head  of  both  the  learning  and  the  religion  in 
Persia.  The  Sun  and  other  heavenly  bodies 
were  to  them  especial  objects  of  reverence,  as 
being  symlwils  of  the  Deity.  Much  of  their 
time  was  therefore  spent  in  the  study  of  Astron¬ 
omy — in  observing  the  positions  and  movements 
of  those  luminaries  which  they  religiously  hon¬ 
oured.  This  daily  watching  of  the  stars  would 
enable  them  instantly  to  discover  any  change  in 
their  situation,  or  any  addition  to  their  number: 
So  that  the  appearance  of  the  new  star,  which 
was  intended  to  lead  them  to  Jesns,  was  imme¬ 
diately  noted  by  them,  and  probably  became  an 
object  of  universal  attention  and  deep  curiosity. 
But  here  another  question  occurs. 

How  knew  they  that  this  new  and  wonderful 
vtar  indicated  the  nativity  of  Christ,  the  King 
of  the  Jews  T  In  reply  to  this,  as  well  as  to  the 
former  inquiry,  many  wild  conjectures  have 
been  offered.  Some  have  supposed  that  tliey 
could  road  the  fact  of  the  Saviour’s  birth  in  the 
star  itself,  by  reason  of  its  strange  appearance, 
its  singular  form,  or  something  else  of  a  pecu¬ 
liar  character  which  could  be  discerned  in  it. 
Those  who  are  fond  of  the  marvellous,  hare  told 
us  that  it  appeared  in  the  likeness  of  a  young 
child,  holding  asceptre  in  his  hand, — and  vari¬ 
ous  other  fictions,  by  which  they  thought  the 
question  might  be  solved. — Some,  again,  have 
supposed  that  they  discovered  the  intention  of 
the  star  by  their  magic  arts,  or  their  skill  in  the 
science  of  astrology,  which  enabled  them  to 
read  the  decrees  of  fate  in  the  heavenly  liodies : 
while  others  have  conjectured  that  they  were 
enlightened  and  guided  by  Baalam’s  prophecy 
of  the  Star  and  Sceptre.  But  as  fur  their  asiro- 
Ingy,  it  is  absurd  to  imagine  that  by  it  they 
could  gain  any  such  intelligence  :  And  as  fur 
the  prediction  of  Baalam,  the  Star  and  the  Scep¬ 
tre  which  he  mentions,  are  both  metaphorical 
expressions,  in  common  use  among  the  orientals, 
by  which  was  meant  the  King  Messiah  himself, 
— not  the  star,  nor  any  other  sign  by  which 
He  was  to  be  manifested.  Baalam  predicted, 
not  the  appearance  of  the  miraculous  star  which 
the  wise  men  saw,  but  Christ  himself,  the  glo¬ 
rious  Prince  to  whom  that  star  led  them.  If 
Baalam’s  prophecy  taught  them  to  expect  the 
appearance  of  a  real  star  in  the  heavens,  it 
would  have  also  taught  them  to  look  for  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  real  sceptre,  one  being  mention¬ 
ed  as  distinctly  as  the  other.  And  besides,  if 
the  Persian  Magi  knew  any  thing  of  this  predic¬ 
ation,  they  learnt  it  from  the  Jewish  Scriptures ; 


for  we  have  never  been  informed  that'it  was  any 
where  else  recorded.  ' 

On  the  whole,  the  most  probable  account  of 
the  matter  seems  to  he  this  The 'Jews  had  at 
this  time  become  very  numerous  in  almost  eve¬ 
ry  nation  of  the  world,  especially  in  all  that 
eastern  country,  where  a  long  time  before  so 
many  thousands  of  them  had  been  carried  into 
captivity.  Read  the  book  of  Esther,  and  you 
will  find  how  great  was  their  number  and  pow¬ 
er  in  the  kingdom  of  Persia.  Throughout  that 
kingdom  they  were  able  to  defend  themselves 
against  their  enemies.  Esther,  a  Jewess,  was 
raised  to  the  Persian  throne — Mordecai,  and 
doubtless  many  of  his  brethren,  were  promoted 
to  offices  of  the  highest  dignity  in  the  realm.  1h 
Babylon  also,  Daniel  the  Prophet  was  made 
prime  Minister,  and  a  decree  was  issued  by  the 
king,  and  published  through  his  vast  domin¬ 
ions,  consisting  of  many  nations,  that  the  God 
of  the  Hebrews  was  God  indeed,  and  should 
be  honored  as  such. 

These  were  circumstances  which  could  not 
fail  to  ottrnct  among  the  heathen  almost  uni¬ 
versal  attention  to  the  t  Religion  of  Moses. 
Their  curiosity  would  ^Iso  be  excited  and 
strengthened  by  the  religious  singularities  of 
the  Jews,  who  were  at  all  times  ready  and  zeal¬ 
ous  to  publish  and  explain  the  doctrines  of  their 
Scriptures,  and  unwearied  in  their  endearoura 
to  proselyte  the  pagans  around  them  to  the  true 
faith.  Nor  were  their  endeavours  unsuccess¬ 
ful.  Multitudes  every  where  renounced  their 
heathen  superstitions,  and  joined  themselves  to 
the  people  of  God.  In  this  manner  the  leading 
doctrines,  and  the  principal  prophecies  of  the 
true  religion,  became  almost  as  well  known  to 
the  eastern  heathen  nations,  as  to  the  Israelites 
themselves :  And  they  were  believed,  too,  and 
repeated,  and  remembered,  and  even  incorpo¬ 
rated  into  the  heathen  systems  of  religion, — 
more  or  less  obscured,  indeed,  by  some  fabulous 
admixtures.  This  accounts  (or  the  many  close, 
and  to  us  surprising,  resemblances  between  the 
doctrines,  piophecies,  and  religious  ceremonies, 
contained  in  the  Bible,  and  those  which  are 
discoverable  in  nearly  all  the  pagan  nations  on 
earth.  At  the  period  when  the  Jews  were  thus 
scattered  over  the  world,  the  chief  object  that 
engaged  their  attention — the  chief  object  of 
their  hopes  and  prayers,  was  the  Christ,  the 
glorious  Messiah,  whom  they  expected  shortly 
to  come  as  a  mighty  conqueror,  to  redeem 
them  from  their  captivity,  gather  them  from 
their  dispersions,  establish  them  forever  in  their 
own  land,  subdue  all  the  heathen,  and  render 
the  whole  human  race  his  subjects.  The  pre¬ 
dictions  concerning  such  a  wonderful  King  who 
was  to  rise  out  of  Judea,  were  soon  spread 
abroad  in  every  direction.  The  subject  was 
studied  and  speculated  upon  by  the  heathen 
priests  and  wise  men ;  and  all  people  were  now 
daily  looking  for  the  event  of  these  strange 
prophecies,  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  curiosi¬ 
ty  and  solicitude. 

In  such  a  marvellous  manner  did  God,  by  bis 
providence  in  the  dispersion  of  the  Jews,  prepare 
the  whole  gentile  world  to  expect  bia  coming  ia 
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the  flesh  as  their  Redeemer  and  King.  Taci¬ 
tus,  Suetonius,  and  other  historians  inform  us, 
“  through  the  whole  East,  it  was  expected  that 
about  that  time  a  King  was  to  arise  out  of  Ju¬ 
dea,  who  should  rule  over  all  the  world.” 


For  the  Episcopal  Watchman.  by  water  and  the  Spirit,)  his  book  might  have 

APPELLATIONS  AND  DOCTRINES  OF  been  intelligible  and  useful,  as  well  as  learned 

CHURCHMEN.  The  very  circumstance  that  Nicodemus  did  not 

Mr.  Editor  : — I  not  unfrequently  hear  the  I  Lord’s  first  assertion,  and  that 

terms  “High Church  and  liow  Church,”  used  1  De  explained  it  to  him,  ought  to  teach  evert 


1  here  is  another  circumstance  that  may  be  gg  designating  two  opposite  parties,  or  factions,  ftne,  that  he  should  look  to  the  explanation  for 
noted,  as  having  jirobably  tended  to  increase  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  I  find  that  a  description  of  the  way  in  which  the  new  birth 

knowledge  which  the  Persian  Maei  had  of  the  among  some  of  the  Dissenters,  there  is  a  dispo-  's  expected.  When  Jesus  named  water  and  the 
coming  Messiah  The  great  Reformer  or  gitjon  to  make  the  expression  above  attach  Spirit,  Nicodemus  appears  to  have  understood 
second  founder  of  their  religion,  the  celebrated  the  Church  in  the  same  sense  in  which  the  i  him  ;  for  he  asked  no  further  explanation. 
Zoroaster,  lived  in  and  after  the  lime  ot  Daniel  expression,  ”  diflerent  denominations,”  is  un-|  ^  aware  that  those  who  are  by  some  | 

the  prophet,  and  is  said  to  have  beer,  one  of  his  Jerstood  among  themselves.  I  find  also  a  de- '  denominated  Low  Churchmen,  separate  the  ex-  > 
.servants.  When  he  reformed  i  he  religion  of  the  j  5,j,.g  what  they  term  Low  Church  should  j 'ernal  facts  and  observances  of  religion  from  the  ^ 
Persians,  he  remeuihered  what  the  w'ise  Daniel  l  Up  r.nnmdered  as  a  svstem  of  aonrovimniion  anil  i  graces  promised  under  them.  I  cannot  think  ' 


Persians,  he  remeuihered  what  the  wise  Daniel  j  jjg  considered  as  a  system  of  approximation  and  graces  promised  under  them.  I  cannot  think 
had  taught  him,  and  incorporated  into  his  new  |  concession  to  the  claims  and  peculiar  tenets  of  *hat  they  imagine  that  a  change  of  heart,  from  i 
system  many  of  the  Hebrew  doctiines,  especial- j  disse„ters— and  High  Church  rather  as  a  lean-  had  to  good,  is  to  be  effected  by  a  neglect  of 
ly  that  most  important  one  concerning  a  Sav- |  jpg  towards  Poperv,  or  the  disagreeable  and  Christ’s  ordinances, any  more  than  that  a  mon'i 
iour.  So  that  these  eastern  sages  had  learnt  j  aj|[i.g(.|.jp(|||.a|  g^prie  sour  and  seri-  or  spirit,  becomes  learned  and  intelligem, 

from  their  own  religion,  half  true  and  half  fabu- j  theological  caricaturists  have  attached  toi''^hile  the  body  in  which  it  dwells  neglects  til  i 
lous,  to  expect  the  Messiah.  English  Episcopacy. — A  Congregational  minis-  means  of  information — ’never  looks  into  1 1 

As  for  his  star  which  they  saw  in  the  East  (0|.  uqj  long  since  assured  one  ol  my  neighbors,  hook, — never  hears  instruction, 
it  was  a  general  o|)iiiion  among  them,  tliat  the  ,  jjjg  High  Church  paily  do  not  admit  the  As  to  the  tei ms  “  High  and  Low  Church,” m 
appearance  of  a  strange  or  uncomin'in  star,  por-j  doctrine  of  conversion,  or  change  of  heart  in  patty  watchword — God  grant  they  may  sink  into 
tended  some  great  event,  some  mighty  changes'  helievers.  I  should  hope  this  opinion  proceeded  eternal  oblivion!  I  am  convinced  that  the  use 
or  revolutions  among  the  nations,  and  narticii- ^  jg^Q^gjiPg  .  for  the  man  surely  never  could  of  party  names  actually  makes  parties.  Pao! 

larly  the  rise  of  a  conqueror,  or  the  hirih  ol  a  |  read  and  considered  the  Prayer  Book,  Ar- 1  niust  have  been  aware  of  this,  when  he  said  lo 

renowned  prince.  Daily  lot  king  for  the  tm.il*  tides  and  solemn  oidination  vows  which  our  the  factious  Corinthians  i  **  1  determined  not  to 
mentof  the  projihecy,  when  they  beheld  ilns '  gigjgy  ggijcgfiijg^  gfjd  take  as  being  a  faithful  know  any  thing  among  you  save  Jesus  Christ, 
star,  w'hich  perhaps  hovered  over  the  reg!»m  ol  i  gQ^i^u^^gi-y  qP g^up^  doctrine,  and  hv^such  char-  'tiid  him  crucified.”— Call  no  man  master  OB 
Judea,  they  naturally  concluded  at  once  that  it  ^cter,  bindin*'  on  them  in  their  belief  and  in-  earth,”  ought  to  he  the  Churchman’s  motto, 
must  be  a  sign  that  the  exp(*r.ted  Prince  was  struction.  ^'he  fact  is,  the  dissenters  are  too  VVe  should  therefore  he  cautious  of  introdacin^ 
born.  In  this  conclusion  perhaps  they  weie  much  in  the  habit  of  thinking  and  speaking  of  p^rty  names,  either  of  Paul,  or  Apollos,  or  Ce*  I 
confiimed  by  immediate  revelation  from  Cod.jp^Qgpgl  graces  as  independent  on,  end  uncon-lphas — [names  of  no  common  standard^-*’amoBg  I 
as  it  is  certain  that  there  nav^e  sometimes  aris-  j  nected  with.  Gospel  ordinances  asserting,  for !  brethren  of  the  same  lamily.  Phe  love  of  nitnj  j 
en  among  the  heathen  true  prophets,  who  held  j  mstance,  that  a  believer  is  ret^^enerate  and'hoin  1 '^'iH  wax  cold  soon  enough,  independentlj  off 
intercourse  with  Heaven  such  as  were  Mel-  again  without  any  partici|iation  of  ordinances  ;  |  hicilements  to  division.  s 

chisedec  and  Job  .  and  above  all,  w'e  see  that  and  so  they  charge  us  wiih  a  denial  of  change |  Were  I  lo  giv*e  a  model  for  the  character aiid  1 
these  wise  men,  after  they  had  prostrated  tnem-  heart,  because  in  this  we  will  not  with  them  ]  v’lews  ol  a  true  churchman,  1  should  not  stop  = 
selves  in  homage  before  Jesus,  and  presented  break  down  the  barriers  against  lanaticism,  and  j  short  of  Paul  and  his  brother  Apostles.  Here  ■ 
unto  Him  their  gifts,  were  warned  oj^  (rod  to  gg^  aside  the  proper  use  of  onlinanccs.  |  f  should  he  secure  of  a  taiihless  model.  Xhe  | 

return  from  Bethlehem  into  their  own  country  consistent  Churchman  always  connects,  as  |  Apostles  are  as  severe  against  dissenters  as  the 
by  another  way.  y,gg  done,  external  means  of  grace  with  in-  spirit  of  tlie  Gospel  will  allow.  What  need  be  ] 

The  luminous  appearance  which  conducted  ternal  grace  given  and  received  on  our  conijili-  more  so  than  the  words  ol  Paul  ? — “  Mark  them  j 
them  to  the  abode  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  could  ^nce  with  his  commands.  He  believes,  that,  in  which  cause  divisions  and  offences  contrary  to 
not  have  been  a  real  star  t  for  such  could  not  obedience,  viz  ;  in  a  conscientious  regard  to  ^he  doctrine  which  ye  have  learned,  and  avoid 
have  gone  before  them  in  various  directions  du-  the  ordinances,  mioistrv,  and  sacraments  of  the  them.  For  they  that  arc  such  serve  not  the  I 
ring  their  journey  ;  nor  could  it  have  stood  over  Church,  as  well  as  to  the  moral  duties  and  lo  Lord  .Tesus  Christ,  but  their  own  belly  ;  and  by  j 


one  particular  province  or  town  more  than  over  private  devotion,  the  Spirit  of  Christ  gradually  good  words  and  fair  speeches  deceive  the  hearts  I 
another  least  of  all  could  it  have  remained  changes  the  heart  from  the  enmity  of  carnal  and  ef  the  simple.”  I  am  confident  that  the  Apos- 1 
stationary  over  a  single  house  in  the  city.  It  obstinate  nature  into  the  image  of  Jesus:  ihatttlfs  did  as  strenuously  oppose  “false  doctrine,' 


most  therefore  have  been  a  body  of  light  in  the  t^jg  jg  ihe  renewal  of  the  Holy  Ghost— the  per-  heresy,  and  schism,”  as  the  most  substantial 
atmosphere,  resembling  a  star,  which  God  crea-  fection  of  the  new  man,  begun  or  born  in  hap-  churchman  ever  did.  In  their  days  presbyteri 
ted  for  this  express  purpose,  and  the  design  of  which  is  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  were  not  lilted  up  with  pride  and  ambition 
which  was  probably  communicated  to  them. —  state,  name,  and  privileges.  “  Except  a  man  against  their  superiors,  to  invade  their  ofBc* 
With  this  intelligence  they  journeyed  to  the  horn  of  water  and  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  en-  and  deny  their  authority ;  and  therefore  their 
Jewish  capital,  as  the  place  where  they  would  (g|.  jjjto  the  kingdom  of  God.”  And  if  a  man  unjust  claims  are  not  reprobated  byname.  Yet 
be  most  likely  to  find  or  hear  from  the  object  of  cannot  enter  into  it  without  the  application  of  Ihe  New  restameiit  luruishes  ample  meani 
their  visit,  saying  to  the  astonished  Jews,  I  cannot  conceive  how  he  can  bo  regen-  for  their  legal  conviction  of  the  error  of  dep#r*' 

‘  Where  is  He  that  is  born  King  of  the  Jews?  erate  and  born  again  without  it.  It  would  ap-  ing  from  the  (  hurch.  Bul'so  it  happens,  tb*t 
lor  we  have  seen  his  star  in  the  East,  and  are  pear  that  they  charge  us  with  unscriptural  doc-  all  kinds  of  theological  error  first  take  a  fir® 
come  to  worship  Him.  trines,  because  we  refuse  to  separate  what  God  hold  of  the  affections,  and  then  bribe  the  under* 

Like  the  Persian  sages  let  us  gladly  leave  all  Jigt^  joined  together — because  we  place  the  re-  standing,  so  as  to  make  it  turn  a  deaf  carlo  the 
things  else,  and  faithfully  follow  the  guidance  jjaious  observance  of  Christ’s  ordinances  in  filaincst  arguments,  and  the  clearest  tleductions 
of  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  which  “dawns  on  the  front  of  receiving  his  promised  graces,  and  of  reason  from  well  authenticated  facts.  Those 
our  darkness,  until  it  shall  have  led  us  to  the  connect  means  with  end — cause  with  eflect —  who  are  to  be  convinced  by  the  truth,  are  » 
place  where  Jesus  is.  Like  them  let  us  go  and  operative  faith  with  spiritual  blessings.  I  have  paity  leagued  again-st  the  truth  ;  and  so  truth 
worship,  and  fall  down,  and  kneel  before  the  frequently  heard  persons  spoken  of  as  horn  must  in  a  manner  knock  them  down  and  chiioi 
Lord  our  Maker,  who  now  comes  in  the  flesh  ngatti — born  of  the  spirit,  and  regenerate,  who  their  hands,  before  they  will  submit  to  listen  to 
to  be  our  Redeemer.  ^  Let  us  exclaim  with  the  j  knew  were  not  baptized,  and  who  regarded  her  voice.  Their  errors  are  regarded  as  pet’ 
prophet—  Lo !  this  is  our  God  :  we  have  wait-  baptism  as  a  ceremony  to  be  complied  with  sonal  property,  and  in  their  estimation  ^ 

ed  for  Him,  and  He  will  save  us  :  this  is  the  merely  because  it  was  a  custom,  and  not  as  a  comes  tyranny  and  oppression  to  set  them  right’ 

Lord  ;  we  have  waited  for  Him  ;  we  will  be  means  of  grace— K)f  uniting  us  lo  the  body  of  Setting  aside  modern  names  of  distinctiWi 
glad,  and  rejoice  in  bis  salvation.  Christ. — Witherspoon  wrote  a  treatise  on  re-  I  can  repose  with  delight  on  the  name  by  whic 

• _ Latimer.  generation,  founded  on  the  words  of  our  Lord, —  we  are  called,  viz :  the  Church.  This  was  t  * 

.  -  ,  T  .  ~  ‘‘  Except  a  man  be  born  again  he  cannot  see  name  familiar  to  Paul  and  his  compeers.—  D" 

A  revengeful  knave  will  do  more  than  he  the  kingdom  of  God.”  But  if  he  had  founded  deed,  I  love  to  go  back  to  those  primitive  times, 
*•11  ’  r  ^^**®*^^  more  than  he  Jton  our  Lord’s  etp/ano/ton  of  what  Nicodemus  and  see  how  it  was  in  the  beginning.  Tb^ 

wi  I  do.— X<ac4m.  did  not  understand,  nz Aoie  it  could  be ;  (i.e.  if  any  where,  we  may  be  sure  of  finding  tn* 
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ittndard  of  the  sanctuary.  When  we  transport 
oarsel'CB  to  the  times  of  the  Sun  of  Righteous* 
geae,  and  of  his  chosen  faithful  witnesses,  and 
of  their  successors  who  received  the 
(rath  from  them,  we  are  in  the  era  of  primitive 
light  and  truth,  before  the  one  was  obscured  by  j 
the  smoky  fires  of  human  kindling,  or  the  other  ; 
gdulterated  with  the  inventions  of  man.  And  | 
If  our  lamps  need  trimming,  or  are  ready  to  die, 
fe  can  rekindle  them  at  the  sacred  altar  of  the 
temple,  and  avoid  the  danger  of  offering  strange 
&re. 

I  have  drawn  out  these  remarks,  Mr.  Editor, 
nach  further  than  1  at  first  intended,  for  which 
i  must  crave  your  indulgence  :  and  if  I  have 
looiewhat  wandered  Irom  the  point  proposed,  I 
vast  my  remarks  are  yet  not  pointless. 

Ekieus. 


GLILT.OF  SPIRITUAL  PRIDE. 

It  may  not  be  useless  to  remark  the  disguises 
goder  which  pride  and  self-conceit  will  some¬ 
times  enter  our  hearts ;  and  the  manner  in 
which  men  are  led  to  form  high  thoughts  of 
themselves,  while  they  suppose  that  they  are 
pring  the  glory  to  God  alone,  and  ascribing  to 
Him  alone  all  the  work  of  salvation. — The 
Pharisee  was  ready  enough  to  confess  that  it 
ns  of  God  alone  that  he  was  less  wicked  than 
other  men.  And  I  have  met  with  many  serious 
persons,  who  not  only  acknowledged  this,  but 
ifected  to  lay  an  exceeding  stress  on  the  doc¬ 
trine,  who  yet  were  strangely  proud  of  their  own 
npposed  place  in  God’s  favor  as  His  elect.  His 
chosen.  His  brands  plucked  forth  from  the 
barning,  and  no  less  ready  than  the  Pharisee  to 
make  comparisons  between  themselves  and  oth¬ 
er  men,  and  bless  God  that  they  were  more 
strict  in  their  lives,  more  holy  in  their  hearts, 
than  such  or  such  poor  lost  creature,  who  never 
attended  church  or  meeting,  or  who  was  allo- 
fiether  uninformed  or  unconvinced  of  certain 
doctrines  in  which,  whether  true  or  false, 
they  placed  the  sum  and  substance  of  Chris¬ 
tianity. 

How  offensive  such  conduct  must  be  to  God, 
a  moment’s  consideration  will  convince  us. 

"  What  hast  thou  to  do  with  thy  neighbor’s  guilt 
or  innocence  ?”  “  Who  art  thou  that  judgest 

another  man’s  servant  ?  To  his  own  master  he 
ftandeth  or  falleth.”  **  Yea,  he  shall  be  holden 
ap,  if  he  acknowledges  his  sin,  and  endeavours 
to  forsake  it ;  when  thou,  with  all  thy  great  ad¬ 
vantages,  and  greater  proficiency,  mayest 
nourn,  perhaps  too  late,  thy  own  presumption 
and  want  of  charity  .” 

There  is  a  history  told  by  one  of  the  eastern 
writers,  which  for  the  moral  which  it  affords,  is 
here  not  unfit  to  be  mentioned,  of  a  certain 
jonth  who  gave  himself  up  to  severe  devotion, 
and  passed  whole  nights  in  the  study  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  in  prayer.  Behold,”  he  said 
to  his  father,  ”  how  these  have  forgotten  their 
God,  while  I  alone  am  awake  to  His  word  and 
to  His  service!”  “Alas,  my  son,”  was  that 
wise  father’s  reply,  “  it  were  better  that  thou 
hadst  slept  to  the  day  of  judgment,  than  that 
thou  shouldst  thus  awake  to  trust  in  thyself  that 
thou  art  righteous,  and  to  speak  evil  of  thy 
brethren.”  He  was  a  Mahometan  who  spake  thus; 
but  from  him  it  were  well  if  very  many  Chris¬ 
tians  would  learn  that,  do  all  they  may,  it  is  not 
fur  them  to  institute  comparisons  with  the  weak- 
**t  and  most  unhappy  of  God’s  creatures. — Bp. 
Htber. 

Our  wealth  is  often  a  snare  to  ourselves,  and 
“•aya  a  temptation  to  others. — Lacon, 


OUR  INDEDTEDNBS8  TO  THE  CHURCH 
OP  ENGLAND. 

One  cannot  but  admire  the  maternal  solici¬ 
tude  with  which  the  Church  of  England  seems 
to  have  regarded  her  infant  offspring.  Her  fos¬ 
tering  care  was  long  exercised,  and  in  fact  nev¬ 
er  withdrawn,  until  political  convulsions  ren- 
idered  it  absolutely  necessary.  “Freely  ye 
:  have  received,  freely  give,”  is  therefore  the  a|)- 
propriate  address  to  our  much  favoured  church. 
There  was  a  time,  when  not  a  single  congrega¬ 
tion  was  able  to  support  its  pastor,  except  those 
in  our  large  cities,  (and  there  are  not  wanting 
instances  in  which  even  there,  teachers  were 
supported  by  the  Christian  liberality  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel,)  but  not- 
I  withstanding  their  poverty,  they  were  not  left 
to  stumble  into  a  dreary  eternity,  without  the 
hopes  of  future  immortality, — without  one  ray 
of  light  to  cheer  them  in  their  passage  through 
the  dark  “  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death.”  No. 
— “  To  the  poor  the  Gospel  was  preached.” 
They  “  came  over  and  helped  us,”  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  our  call,  and  now  we  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
their  labours.  “  Paul  has  planted  and  Apollos 
watered,”  and  thiough  the  blessing  of  God,  his 
vine  has  flourished,  and  we  have  eaten  of  her 
grapes  and  drank  of  her  vintage.  But  shall  we 
therefore  sit  down  unconcerned  as  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  vineyard  ?  “  Freely  ye  have  re¬ 
ceived,  freely  give.”  Sprouts  of  the  vine  are 
to  be  transplanted  and  watered,  until  the  in¬ 
crease  is  given  in  other  regions.  This  duty 
then  is  ours;  yea,  ours  the  privilege. 

“  And  O!  may  we  repay  the  debt. 

To  resiona  aolitary  yet 
Within  our  spreading  land  ! 

There,  brethren,  from  our  common  home. 

Still  westward,  like  our  fathers,  roam. 

Still  guided  by  thy  hand. — 

Saviour,  we  owu  this  debt  of  love  ; 

O  send  thy  Spirit  from  above. 

To  move  each  Christian  breast ; 

Till  her.ilds  shall  thy  truth  proclaim. 

And  temples  rise  to  fix  thy  name 
Through  all  our  desert  land.”  .  H. 

CONDITION  OF  THE  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Continued  from  page  307. 

MARYLAND. 

It  appears  from  the  journals  of  the  several 
Conventions  which  have  been  held  in  this  Dio¬ 
cese  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Con¬ 
vention,  that  four  persons  have  been  ordained 
Deacons,  and  thirteen  admitted  to  the  holy  or¬ 
der  of  Priests.  There  are  now  in  the  Diocese 
(ifly-one  clergymen  and  four  candidates  for  Or¬ 
ders,  and  three  Churches  have  been  consecra¬ 
ted  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God. 

According  to  the  parochial  Reports,  3302  per¬ 
sons  have  been  baptized,  575  confirmed,  and 
there  are  now  2325  communicants  in  the 
Church.  But  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  in  some 
instances  no  parochial  Reports  have  been  made, 
and  that  in  others  there  does  not  appear  to  b'e 
as  much  accuracy  as  it  would  be  desirable  to 
find  in  them. 

The  Diocesan  Missionary  Society,  formed 
some  years  since,  appears  to  have  been  useful 
in  some  of  the  parishes  which  had  been  depriv¬ 
ed  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Go.spel,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  deep  regret  that  it  has  not  received 
that  pecuniary  aid  which  the  situation  of  many 
parts  of  the  Diocese  so  imperiously  demands 
Sunday  Schools  have  been  formed  in  most  of 
the  parishes,  and  have  been  eminently  useful, 
and  some  of  them  have  become  auxiliary  to  the 
General  Sunday  School  Union  of  the  Protes¬ 


tant  Episcopal  Church.  There  are  Charity 
Schools  also  attached  to  St.  Paul’s  parish,  and 
St.  Peter’s  Church,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
and  in  that  first  named,  213  female  orphans  are 
supported  as  well  as  instructed.  The  Episco¬ 
pal  Female  Tract  Society  of  Baltimore,  which 
has  been  mentioned  in  former  reports,  contin¬ 
ues  to  render  essential  service  to  the  cause  of 
religion  and  the  Church.  Societies  of  a  simi¬ 
lar  description,  most  of  them  auxiliary  to  the 
one  just  named,  have  been  foimed  in  other  parts 
of  the  Diocese,  and  have,  with  the  Prayer  Book 
and  Homily  Society  of  Maryland,  been  instru¬ 
mental  in  diffusing  among  o:..  members  a 
knowledge  of  the  doctrines,  liturgy,  and  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  Church.  The  funds  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  deceased  clergymen,  are  considerable,  and 
the  products  of  them  have  been  beneficially  ap¬ 
plied,  in  many  instances,  to  the  relief  and  com¬ 
fort  of  those  for  whom  they  were  intended.  At  a 
late  meeting  of  the  Convention,  a  Society  was 
formed  for  the  relief  of  aged  and  infirm  Minis¬ 
ters  of  the  Church. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Onderdonk,  Assis¬ 
tant  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  invitation  of  the  Standing  Committee,  has 
visited  and  performed  Episcopal  services  in  sev¬ 
eral  portions  of  the  Diocese;  and  his  services 
have  produced  the  happiest  effects,  and  tended, 
in  a  high  degree,  to  sustain  the  cau.se,  and  ex¬ 
tend  the  influence,  of  our  Church  in  Maryland. 

VIRGlN'rA. 

The  prospects  of  the  Church  in  the  Diocese 
of  Virginia  continue  encouraging,  and  indeed 
are  greatly  more  so  than  at  the  time  of  the  last 
report.  The  number  of  clergy  has  been  consid¬ 
erably  increased  ;  the  principles  of  the  Church 
are  better  understood,  and  more  than  ever 
loved  ;  and  the  influence  of  pure  and  undefiled 
religion  more  extensively  felt.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  fur  the  permanent  establishment 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Diocese  ; 
and  a  system  adopted  for  its  future  management, 
calculated,  it  is  confidently  believed,  very  great¬ 
ly  to  extend  the  influence,  and  multiply  th^ben- 
efits,  of  that  institution.  A  Diocesan  Missiona¬ 
ry  Society  has  been  recently  established,  from 
whose  operations  much  is  expected  ;  and  by 
means  of  which  our  numerous  waste  places,  we 
trust,  will  soon  be,  in  some  hopeful  measure, 
supplied  with  the  ministrations  of  the  Gospel  ; 
and  the  doctrines  and  institutions  of  the  Church 
made  known  in  the  hitherto  neglected  and  des¬ 
titute  but  important  western  section  of  the  State 
beyond  the  mountains.  Auxiliaries  to  the  Ed¬ 
ucation  Society,  one  of  the  favourite  institutions 
of  the  Diocese,  have  considerably  multiplied  ; 
and  by  them  uncommon  exertions  have  |)een 
mane,  within  the  last  two  years,  for  vigorous 
and  successful  prosecution  of  the  noble  and  tru¬ 
ly  pious  object  of  assisting  devout  and  gifted 
youths  in  preparing  for  the  Gospel  ministry. 

I  Besides  the  repair  of  several  of  our  old  church¬ 
es  almost  in  ruins,  and  the  re-occupation  of  some 
hitherto  almost  or  entirely  deserted,  it  is  pleas¬ 
ing  to  report  the  building  apd  consecration  of 
several  entirely  new.  ^ 

The  number  of  clergy  is  now  44  ;  and  there 
is  the  prospect  of  an  early  addition  to  their  num¬ 
ber  from  among  the  candidates  for  Orders 
now'  prosecuting  their  studies  at  the  Seminary. 

(To  he  continued.) 

Of  all  the  passions,  jealously  is  that  which 
exacts  the  hardest  service,  and  pays. the  bitter¬ 
est  wages.  Its  service,  is — to  watch  the  sncccas 
of  our  enemy ;  its  wages — to  be  sure  of  it 
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WEEP  NOT  O’ER  THE  TOMB. 
Weep  not  o'er  the  tomb 
Ofinfancy — 

Flowers  of  sweetest  bloom 
Must  pass  away ! 

Too  warm  a  sunbeam,  or  too  chill  a  breath, 
on  seals  their  vernal  loveliness  in  death  ! 


Weep  not  o’er  the  sod 

Where  youth  reposes, — 

Where  ruin's  foot  hath  trod, — 

Among  life’s  roses ! 

The  loveliest  things  of  earth  must  fade  away, 
Their  brightness  vanish,  and  their  bloom  decay. 


Weep  not  o’er  the  mound 
Where  glory  fell — 

Where  Fame  is  hovering  round 
His  deeds  to  tell 

The  Hero’s  hour  of  pride,  like  the  vain  breath 
That  wakes  the  clarion— swells  the  dirge  of  death! 


Weep  not  o’er  the  urn 

Where  genius  sleeps — 

Where  fragrant  censers  burn, 

And  science  keeps 

Her  mournful  vigils ;  he  who  rests  below 
No  more  the  withering  blasts  of  fate  shall  know. 


appeared  like  a  dense  veil  of  gauze  over  the  I 
City  of  Constantinople.  The  great  boily  pro¬ 
ceeded  on,  but  immense  numbers  of  stragglers 
alighted,  and  filled  the  streets  and  gardens  of 
Pera.  The  garden  of  the  British  palace  was  so 
covered  with  them  that  they  took  exclusive  pos¬ 
session  of  it ;  no  one  could  pass  along  the  walls 
I  without  wading  through  them,  and  in  a  short 
time  they  devoured  every  thing  that  was  green. 
One  morning  they  were  seized  with  a  sudden 
and  simultaneous  impulse ;  they  again  took  wing 
altogether,  and  disappeared  towards  the  Black 
Sea.  Ileie  they  were  met  by  an  adverse  wind 
which  they  were  not  able  to  stem,  and  they  per¬ 
ished  just  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bosphorus.  Their 
bodies  were  carried  in  by  the  current,  and  wash¬ 
ed  against  the  shores  of  Buyukdere  and  Thera- 
pia,  where  I  saw  them  in  thousands  dead  and 
dying;  but  the  great  mass  floated  opposite  to 
Pera,  where  it  met  the  current  from  the  harbor, 
and  here  it  formed  an  immense  quay,  almost  a 
mile  in  length,  marking  the  division  of  the 
streams,  till  at  last  it  was  broken  and  dispersed 
in  the  Sea  of  Marmora. 


if  the  mortality  be  so  great  every  year  and  eve- 
ry  hour,  is  it  not  probable  that  he  who  reflects 
on  it  may  himself  be  one  of  those  soon  to  swell 
the  list  of  the  dead  ?  It  is  at  least  certain,  that 
it  ought  to  lead  us  to  think  seriously  and  often 
on  this  subject. 

Now,  at  this  moment,  one  of  our  fellow  crea¬ 
tures  is  going  out  of  the  world,  and  before  anoth¬ 
er  hour  is  past,  more  than  three  thousand  soula 
will  have  entered  into  an  eternal  state. 
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To  Correspondents. - Commnnicatiotii 

from  “  The  Librarian  of  the  General  The¬ 
ological  Seminary” — ”  William  Tansur" — 
“  A  Superintendant” — “  X.  S.” — “  Q.” — and 
”  X.  H.”  are  received  at  a  late  hour,  and  shall 
be  published  next  week. — Our  corres[H)ndenu 
will  accept  our  thanks  for  their  many  favors. 


Weep  not  o’er  the  grave 

ThatehrouJa  the  just — 

Who  to  the  power  that  gave. 

With  pious  trust 

Their  louls  resigned— Theirs  is  a  peaceful  home. 
Where  neither  pain,  nor  care,  nor  sorrow  come. 


THE  FUNERAL  AT  SEA. 
Peep  mls'shung  over  the  Mariner’s  grave 
When  the  holy  funeral  rite  was  read ; 

And  every  bre.ath  on  the  «'ark  blue  wave 
ifeem’d  hush’d,  to  hallow  the  friendless  dead 


And  heavily  heav’d  on  the  gloomy  sea, 

The  barque  that  shelter’d  that  homeless  one — 

As  thpugh,  his  funeral-hour  should  be. 

When  the  waves  were  still,  and  the  winds  were  gone. 


And  there  he  lay,  in  his  coarse,  cold  shroud — 
And  strangers  were  round  the  coibnless: 

Not  a  kinsman  was  seen  among  that  crowd. 
Not  an  eye  to  weep,  nor  a  lip  to  bless. 


A  REQUISITE  TO  COMFORT. 

We  live  in  a  world  which  has  so  many  sharp 
points  and  critical  stations,  that  our  own  com¬ 
fort,  as  well  as  that  of  those  with  whom  we  live, 
is  made  to  turn  upon  mutual  kindness,  forbear¬ 
ance,  accommodation,  and  dependence ;  in  want 
of  these,  we  are  condemned  to  bear  the  lash  of 
continual  discord,  and  are  made  our  own  tor¬ 
mentors.  The  least  consideration  will  inform 
us  how  easy  it  is  to  put  an  ill-naiured  construc¬ 
tion  upon  a  word  ;  and  what  perverse  turns  and 
expressions  spring  from  an  evil  temper.  Nothing 
can  be  explained  to  him  who  will  not  understand, 
nor  will  any  thing  appear  right  to  the  unreason¬ 
able.  “  Every  thing  in  life,”  says  one  of  the 
ancients,  has  two  handles  :”  but  it  must  be 
a  bad  disposition,  indeed,  which  will  be  ever 
seizing  the  wrong  one. 

I  therefore  repeat  it,  that  if  yon  would  have 
comfort,  you  must  give  it.  It  is  no  uncommon 
thing  to  hear  the  very  persons  who  throw  a  fa¬ 
mily  into  confusion,  complain  that  there  is  no 
peace  in  the  family  ;  but  he  that  would  escape 
the  calamity  of  fire,  must  be  careful  not  to  strike 
the  sparks  which  enkindle  it.  The  only  reme¬ 
dy  for  all  these  evils  is  true  religion. — Cecil. 


Bishop  Griswold's  Address  to  the  last 
Convention  of  the  Eastern  Diocese  should  have 
been  published  in  the  W'atchman  two  or  three 
weeks  since.  It  shall  appear  in  our  next  Num¬ 
ber. 


No  aonnd  from  the  church’s  passing-bell 
Wu  oehoed  along  the  pathless  deep. 

The  hearU  that  were  far  away,  to  tell. 
Where  the  Mariner  lies,  in  his  lasting  sleeps 


Not  a  whisper  then  linger’d  upon  the  air— 

O'er  his  body,  one  moment,  his  messmates  bent ; 
Bat  tMe  f  lunging  $ound  of  the  dead  was  there  — 

Aid  the  ocean  is  now  his  monument ! 

J.  H.  Finn. 


i^fscFllans. 


LaCUBTS. 

.(niaseed  with  Grasshoppers  and  Crickets  by  Linneus,  un¬ 
der  the  genus  of"  Gryllus.”) 


Locusts,  says  Dr.  Walsh,  are  migratory  in- 
seoU,  but  they  are  constantly  seen  as  they  more 
jtlong.  In  the  year  1822, 1  passed  an  extensive 
plain  near  Brusa,  in  Asia  Minor,  and  the 
ground  was  covered  for  several  inches  deep 
with  them.  Their  larvae  had  been  deposited 
^ere  the  year  before  by  a  passing  flock,  and 
'they  were  at  this  time  not  sufficiently  old  to  fly. 
In  abent  two  months  after  they  took  wing,  and 
direeted  their  course  to  the  E.  N.  E.  The 
dend  WM  eeen  erery  where  aa  it  passed,  and  it 


The  depth  of  the  ocean  is  a  point  which  has 
puzzled,  alike,  philosophers  and  practical  men, 
and  is,  after  all,  left  in  a  wide  field  of  conjec¬ 
ture.  't  he  most  probable  guide  is  analogy,  and 
the  wisest  men,  judging  by  this  criterion,  have 
presumed  that  the  depth  of  the  sea  may  he 
measured  by  the  height  of  mountains,  the  high¬ 
est  of  which  arc  between  20,000  and  30,000 
feet.  The  greatest  depth  that  has  been  tried 
to  be  measured,  is  that  found  in  the  Northern 
Ocean  by  Lord  Mulgrave;  he  heaved  a  very 
heavy  sounding  lead,  and  gave  out  along  with 
it,  cable  rope,  of  the  length  of  4680  feet-,  with¬ 
out  finding  the  bottom. — Malte  Brun. 


Human  Mortality. — It  is  generally  suppo¬ 
sed  that  this  earth  is  inhabited  by  one  thousand 
millions  of  men,  or  thereabouts,  and  that  thirty- 
three  years  make  a  generation,  and  therefore 
that  in  thirty-three  years  there  die  one  thousand 
millions.  Thus  the  number  of  those  who  die 
on  earth,  amounts  to — each  year  thirty  millions ; 
each  day,  thirty-two  thousand ;  each  hour,  three 
thousand  four  hundred  ;  each  minute,  sixty ; 
each  second,  one. 

This  calculation  must  necessarily  strike  us : 
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SOURCES  OF  INFIDELITY. 

Like  every  other  species  of  wickedness  anJ 
impiety,  infidelity  or  disbelief  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  is  to  be  traced  to  the  depravity  of  hu¬ 
man  nature  as  its  primary  source.  The  per¬ 
verted  affections,  the  pride  and  rebellion  of  the 
heart  of  man,  are  the  prolific  evils  whence  ori¬ 
ginates  unbelief  in  all  its  varied  forms.  It  it 
from  the  heart,  rather  than  from  the  head— 
from  the  affections  and  passions,  rather  thaa 
from  the  reason  and  judgment,  that  infidelity 
springs,  and  draws  the  poison  by  which  it  it 
nourished,  l.ct  the  heart  be  purified,  lettha 
nature  of  fallen  man  be  renovated  by  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  every  vestige  of 
that  infidelity  which  is  the  disgrace  and  scourge 
of  the  human  family,  will  disappear.  The  Bi¬ 
ble  plainly  teaches,  that  all  manner  of  ungod¬ 
liness  proceeds  from  the  heart ;  so  that  by  rec¬ 
tifying  what  is  amiss  in  that,  an  effectual  blow 
is  struck  at  the  very  root  of  the  evil.  The 
strong  holds  of  Satan  there  being  destroyed,, 
he  will  no  longer  have  power  to  darken  the  ua- 
derstanding  and  mislead  the  judgment. 

I'hat  there  is  an  intimate  connection  be¬ 
tween  purity  of  heart  and  purity  of  faith,  as- 
well  ns  between  depravity  of  heart  and  a  heret¬ 
ical  faith,  or  total  unbelief,  is  evident  to  ail 
close  observers.  Who  are  so  likely  to  em¬ 
brace  our  holy  religion,  and  honour  it  by  a 
constant  and  sincere  compliance  with  all  its  re¬ 
quisitions,  as  they  in  whose  bosoms  dwell  the 
purity,  the  gentleness,  the  love,  and  the  com¬ 
passion  which  are  cardinal  virtues  in  the  sys¬ 
tem  of  Christianity  T  On  the  oilier  hand,  of 
what  description  are  the  characters  of  those 
who  are  disposed  either  to  vitiate  the  religion 
of  Jesus  by  the  introduction  of  heresy,  or  to 
sacrifice  it  wholly  upon  the  altar  of  Deism  t 
They  arc  men  of  loose  and  corrupt  principles, 
of  unchristian  and  unamiahle  dispositions — 
men  of  comparatively  small  usefulness  and 
small  esteem  in  society — men  whose  lives  are 
such  as  cannot  bear  the  test  to  which  they 
would  be  exposed  by  the  searching  light  oftba 
Gospel.  They  are  men  whose  murals  are  reg¬ 
ulated  by  more  liberal  precepts  than  those 
strict  and  self-denying  rules  which  Jesus  gas* 
to  his  followers.  There  may,  indeed,  be  oatoy 
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honorable  exceptions  :  doubtless  there  are 
persons  of  unblemished  and  lofty  characters, 
by  the  best  Christian  alTections,  who 
have  been  lured  into  error,  and  blindly  detain¬ 
ed  in  it ;  but  we  expect  that  those  persons 
will  generally  become  the  readiest  victims  and 
tbenmst  zealous  advocates  of  infidel  schemes, 
whose  characters  are  most  incoiisisteiit  with 
the  rules  of  Christian  morality.  In  religious 
matters,  as  well  as  in  worldly,  the  adoption  of 
principles  is  very  much  directed  and  controll¬ 
ed  by  the  existing  inclinations  and  tempers  of 
the  heart,  which  powerfully  influence  the  judg¬ 
ment  and  sway  the  decisions  of  the  mind  ;  so 
(bat  the  state  of  a  man's  heart  may  not  unfre- 
quently  be  ascertained,  in  some  measure,  from 
the  nature  of  his  creed. 

Depravity  of  heart,  then,  is  the  great  prima¬ 
ry  source  of  infidelity.  But  there  are  also  ma¬ 
ny  secondary  sources  which  are  constantly 
contributing  to  swell  the  polluted  tide  of  deisti- 
cal  sentiment,  and  spread  a  mural  pestilence 
among  the  jrcople.  It  may  not  be  altogether 
uninteresting  nor  unprofitable  to  take  a  brief 
survey  of  two  of  these  sources,  which  arc  to 
be  found  only  among  the  professors  of  Chris¬ 
tianity!  Alas!  it  is  true  of  the  Church, 
as  well  as  of  the  individual  Christian,  that  the  | 
elements  and  springs  of  her  greatest  peril,  are 
often  to  be  sought  for  within  herself,  or  among 
those  who  seemingly  espouse  her  cause. 

The  first  source  which  we  shall  mention,  is 
the  unscriptural  character  of  some  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  systems  embraced  by  sects  who  style 
themselves  Christians.  There  arc  among  us 
professors  of  Christianity,  from  whose  creeds 
have  been  expunged  some  of  the  fundamental 
and  must  impuitant  doctrines  of  the  faith 
which  was  once  delivered  to  the  saints.  As 
exhibited  by  them  the  Gospel  appears  stripped 
of  many  of  its  peculiarities,  and  reduced  al 
most  to  a  level  with  natural  religion  or  deism. 
One  sect  denies  the  Divinity  of  our  Lord’s 
character ;  another  rejects  the  fundamental 
doctrine  of  future  rewards  and  punisinnents  ; 
a  third  renounces  the  sacraments,  and  throws 
contempt  upon  the  ordinances  of  the  Church, 
regarding  them  as  mere  Jewish  ceremonies. 
The  religion  of  Jesus,  when  thus  deprived  of 
its  most  distinctive  and  essential  characteris¬ 
tics,  may  be  embraced  by  men  whose  princi¬ 
ples  are  but  one  degree  remote  from  deism, 
and  who  can,  by  one  short  step,  pass  over 
without  much  difficulty  from  the  almost  neutral 
ground  which,  under  the  name  of  Christ’s  dis¬ 
ciples,  they  now  occupy,  to  the  side  of  avowed 
infidelity,  with  which  in  many  respects  they 
already  symbolize.  So  long  as  these  hetero¬ 
dox  sects  continue  in  existence,  there  will  be 
schools  in  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  not  a  few 
thoughtless  beings  will  be  trained  up  fur  the 
Tanks  of  infidelity,  and  led  on  in  the  paths  of 
itreligion  and  spiritual  ruin.  They  have  long 
been  preparing  the  way  for  the  multitude  of 
ykeptics  and  free-thinkers,  who  have  lately 
risen  among  us,  enemies  to  the  restraints  of 
religion,  and  scoffers  at  every  thing  which 
bears  the  character  of  a  revelation  from  Heav¬ 
en.  So  close  an  affinity  to  deism  have  the  sen¬ 
timents  which  are  adopted  and  zealously  incul¬ 
cated  by  some  religionists,  that  they  will  often 
find  that  deism  itself  is  little  else  than  their 
own  system  of  faith  fully  developed. — Some 
schemes  of  false  doctrine  are  so  contradictory 
to  the  Scriptures,  so  repugnant  to  sound  rea¬ 
son,  and  so  highly  inconsistent  and  absurd, 
that  the  contemplation  of  them  has  created  an 


aversion  in  many  minds  to  every  thing  that 
wears  the  Christian  name,  and  driven  them  to 
the  temple  of  Theism,  as  their  only  refuge  from 
the  extravagances  of  credulity,  and  the  ravings 
of  fanaticism. 

The  other  fruitful  source  of  infidelity  which 
w'e  shall  notice,  is  to  be  found  in  the  perpetual 
ilisdgreeineitts  and  contentions  by  which  the 
Christian  community  is  distracted,  and  the 
Christian  name  dishonoured.  Superficial 
thinkers  are  apt  to  draw  the  conclusion,  that 
as  Christians  cannot  agree  among  themselves, 
but  what  is  by  one  asserted  as  a  momentous 
truth,  is  by  another  denounced  as  a  falsehood 
or  ridiculed  as  an  egregious  folly,  therefore 
they  are  all  equally  destitute  of  truth,  and  the 
whole  system  of  that  religion  for  which  they  so 
eagerly  bite  and  devour  one  another,  is  but  a 
fable.  The  religious  inquirer  often  hccoines 
distracted  and  confounded  in  his  search.  A 
hundred  guides  offer  themselves  tolead  him  in  as 
many  different  paths  ;  and  from  every  quarter 
he  hears  the  cry,  “  Lo  !  here  is  Christ — and 
lo  !  there.”  How  shall  he  decide  between  so 
many  conflicting  doctrines  and  claims  ?  \V  hose ' 
instructions  shall  he  hear,  and  u  hither  shall  he 
direct  his  steps  ?  Alas!  too  often,  perplexed 
and  bewildered,  he  turns  away  from  all  spiritu¬ 
al  counsel,  abandoning  Christianity  as  a  human 
invention,  or,  at  most,  an  inexplicable  mystery, 
and  rushing  headlong  into  the  fatal  errors  ol 
rationalism,  or  what  may  more  properly  he 
termed  heathenism.  Many  an  infidel  might 
bear  witness  to  the  correctness  of  this  state¬ 
ment  ;  for  many  a  one  can  clearly  trace  the  ori¬ 
gin  of  his  present  anti-christian  sentiments  to 
the  disgust,  the  doubts,  and  misgivings,  exci¬ 
ted  in  his  mind  by  a  view  of  the  ceaseless 
wranglings  and  apparently  irremcdi.able  divis¬ 
ions  which  prevail  among  Christians.  That 
such  should  be  the  effect  of  our  unhappy  dis¬ 
sensions  is  fiir  from  surprising.  If  the  broth¬ 
erly  affection  of  the  early  disciples  of  Christ, 
who  steadfastly  maintained  unity  of  spirit  in 
the  bond  of  peace,”  and  who  all  were  of  the 
same  mind  and  spoke  the  same  things,  had  a 
favorable  influence  upon  the  surrounding  pa¬ 
gans,  disposing  them  to  believe  and  embrace 
a  religion  which  was.  in  so  lovely  a  manner, 
manifested  in  the  lives  of  its  professors  ;  sure¬ 
ly  the  want  of  this  affection,  and  the  exhibition 
of  envy,  wrath,  evil-speaking,  and  implacable 
mutual  hostility,  now  so  frequently  witnessed 
among  Christians,  must  tend  to  produce  an  op- 
|M)site  effect,  and  increase  the  prejudice  and 
lialrcd  with  which  our  religion  is  regarded  by 
unbelievers.  **  A  house  divided  against  it¬ 
self”  is  but  poorly  qualified  to  gain  the  favor  of 

them  that  are  without.”  We  are  confident 
that  the  Gospel  can  never  become  completely 
triumphant,  until  the  stumbling  block  of  inter¬ 
nal  dissension  shall  have  been  removed — until 
the  various  discordant  sects  shall  have  ceased 
to  agitate  the  community,  and  returned  to  the 
primitive  Fold  which  they  have  forsaken— un¬ 
til,  with  one  common  aim,  with  ardent  zeal,  and 
united  exertion,  Christians  shall  strive  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  interests  of  one  and  the  same  glori¬ 
ous  system  of  religion  ;  to  build  up,  and  en¬ 
large  the  bounds  of  the  one  Catholic  and  Apos¬ 
tolic  Church  ;  and,  as  a  band  of  brethren,  to 
walk  worthy  of  their  high  calling,  and  adorn  the  j 
doctrine  of  God  their  Saviour  in  all  things. 

CHRISTMAS. 

The  Anniversary  of  the  Saviour’s  Birth  should 
with  Christians  be  a  season  of  fervent  gratitude 
and  pious  joy.  In  consequence  of  the  incarna¬ 


tion  of  the  Son  of  God,  they  have  been  transla¬ 
ted  into  his  kingdom,  his  Spirit  has  been  sent 
into  their  hearts,  and  they  have  been  accepted 
in  the  Beloved.  Although  degraded  by  aposta- 
cy,  and  odious  for  their  guilt,  Christ  is  not 
ashamed  to  call  them  his  f^riends,  and  to  make 
them  heiisofGod,  and  joint  heirs  with  himself. 
How  imperfectly  do  they  appreciate  the  privile¬ 
ges  and  blessings  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
advent  of  the  Saviour!  'fhe  terrific  reign  of 
superstition  and  crime  now  enslaves  millions  of 
wretched  men,  and  rests  with  an  iron  hand  and 
withering  touch  upon  heathen*  countries.  Why 
does  not  superstition,  deep  and  gross,  now  en¬ 
velope  us?  Why,  instead  of  being  allowed,  as 
on  tiiis  day,  to  join  our  song  of  love  and  praise 
to  that  of  angels,  are  we  not,  with  the  madness 
of  fiend.i,  and  the  frenzy  of  demons,  celebrating 
the  debasing  rites,  and  disgusting  orgies  of  some 
I  pagan  divinity?  Why  are  we  not  now  endeav¬ 
ouring  to  drown  by  our  infuriated  shrieks,  the 
agonizing  cries  of  some  expiring  infant,  as  it 
consumes  in  the  arms  of  a  burning  Moloch,  or 
reddening  our  hands  in  its  innocent  blood? — 
Because  the  Son  of  God  hath  destroyed  the 
works  of  the  devil,  and  caused  him  to  fall  like 
lightning  from  heaven — because  the  Day-spring 
from  on  high  hath  visited  our  benighted  and 
unhappy  world — and  because,  by  the  kind  pro- 
V  idence  and  rich  mercy  of  God,  Christianity  has 
been  extended  even  to  us.  What,  then,  do  we 
not  owe  to  the  Son  of  God  ?  We  are  sinners 
of  the  most  aggravated  character — Hewill  wash 
away  our  sins,  in  his  own  precious  blood.  We 
are  oppressed  with  conscious  guilt — He  will  dis¬ 
pel  the  terrific  uncertainty,  and  the  appalling 
fears  which  afflict  our  minds.  We  are  in  mental 
wretchedness — He  will  impart  the  joy  of  spirit¬ 
ual  consolation,  and  the  peace  of  God,  which 
passethall  understanding.  We  are  ready  to  per¬ 
ish — He  will  confer  upon  us  everlasting  life. 
What  heart  can  refuse  its  gratitude?  What 
voice  can  withhold  its  praise,  or  refuse  to  ren¬ 
der  thanks  to  God  for  his  unspeakable  gilt? 
When  God  brought  his  first  begotten  into  the 
world.  He  commanded  his  angels  to  worship 
Him.  And  shall  angels  worship  and  rejoice, 
while  men,  redeemed,  pardoned,  privileged  and 
blessed,  no  anthem  raise  ?  Loud  and  high  may 
the  notes  of  joy  and  love  ascend,  and  wide  o’er 
this  world  of  sin,  of  misery  and  guilt,  may  the 
sacred  chorus  spread,  till  every  heart  shall  catch 
the  holy  feeling,  and  every  tongue  take  up 
the  song,  ”  Unto  Him  that  hath  loved  us,  and 
washed  us  from  our  sins  in  hisown  blood,  and 
hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God,  and 
iiis  Father — to  Him  be  glory  and  dominion  for¬ 
ever  and  ever.” 

t  _ _ 

REVIEW. 

THE  CRISIS. 

Cxisis  in  the  AflTairs  of  the  OoioBstie  and  Foreign  Min- 
nonary  Society  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  ai^  an  Appeal  to 
Episcopalians  in  its  behalf.  Philadeiphia :  Printed 
by  W  m.  Stavely.  1829. 

We  are  anxious  to  call  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  this  able  and  valuable  paper.  It  is 
understood  to  be  from  the  pen  of  one  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  and  it  adds  another  to  the 
many  obligations  under  which  the  Society  is  to 
members  of  that  body.  The  full  measure  of 
these  obligations  can  never,  we  are  conMeal, 
be  appreciated,  except  by  the  Searcher  of  hearts. 
So  many  untoward  causes  have  conspired  to  de¬ 
feat  the  expectations  and  plans  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  that  Um  positive  ica^te  of  tWir  lebeen 
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can  afford  no  adequate  conception  of  their  tideli-l  any  concerted  nieasiires  for  exteudiiiK  to  |>eriali- 
ty  and  zeal.  We  have  soinelimcs  heard  itque?- '  in^  8iiincrr<  the  savii;^  knowledge  ot  Cl!ri>l.’' 
tioned,  whether  they  were  not  dehcienl  ill  these  What  then  is  our  duty  7  It  is  to  this  qnes* 
qualities  :  But  had  the  objector  considered  the  tion  that  the  author  directs  liis  cliief  attention, 
circumstances  under  which  they  cuininenccd.  He  slicws  that,  111111011311111;  as  the  state  of  the 
and  have  for  nine  years  continued  tiieir  labors,  Society  is,  there  is  still  no  occasion  h.r  dc^spnir. 
he  must  have  felt  that  the  imputation  was  uii-  Tlie  spirit  of  eiihirjri.il  and  active  benevol'Mice  is 
just 


LKTTKRS  FROM  DR.  JARVIS. 

We  have  the  pleasure  of  offerine  to  our  read¬ 
ers  some  further  extracts  from  the  letters  of  the 
llev.  Dr.  Jarvis.  In  relation  to  the  purchase 
of  books,  therein  siiwucsted,  for  augmenting  the 
Library  of  Washington  College,  it  will  be  deep¬ 
ly  to  be  deplored  if  the  opportunity,  now  pre- 
;  seined,  lie  suffered  to  pass  away  unimproved. 


Called  to  administer  the  affairs  of  an  In-  evid.uitly  extending  through  out  churches 
stitution  which  did  not  inspire  even  its  friends  Nothing  is  needed  but  a  well  concerted  ^y.slem  ;  |„  addition  to  the  circumstance^  of  the*^  agent 
with  confidence — encountered  at  almost  every  of  measures  for  eliciting  the  bounty,  and  con-  on  the  spot  to  avail  himself  of  any  favor- 

step  by  apathy  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  suspi- ;  centratiiig  the  energies,  of  those  who  are  Jkis-  gbic  occasion  which  may  offer,  we  have,  in  the 

destitute  of  ad-  sessed  of  this  s;iiril.  Such  a  s  t  stem  he  finds  m 
the  plan  of  A'sociations,  i  c.  which  has  recentls 


cion  and  distrust  on  the  other 
equate  funds — without  missionaries,  and  almost 
without  supporters  of  any  kind,  it  suieJy  cannot 
be  thought  very  strange,  if  they  have  accom¬ 
plished  but  little.  It  must  be  thought  far  iiion 


classical  taste  and  judgment  of  Dr.  J.,  a  pledge 
that  nothing  inferior  in  value  or  iililiiy  would 


strange,  that  in  the  midst  of  obloquy  and  disap-  organized  ac.c:>rdiiig  to  tii  ■  directions  i..;  re  laid 
pointment,  so  many  of  them,  with  thq  venera-  down  :  let  them  be  uiiiled  ioto  larger  Socie- 
ble  Senior  Bishop  at  their  licad,  liave  perse- :  ties  under  the  control  of  active  and  devoted  in- 
vered  in  their  labor  of  love,  and  now  stand  rea- !  dividiials  ;  and  h  t  t!ie>e  Societies  tiper.iie  as 
dy  to  devote  to  it  whatever  of  wisdom  their  past  j  auxiliaries  to  the  (jeinra!  Insiiiuiniii—  and  the 
experience  has  conferred.  And  so  long  as  these!  work  of  raising  funds  is  virtually  d<ne.  L  l;e 


licen  adopted  by  the  Lx**  utive  l  ouimiitee,  and  onter  into  his  selection,  and  tliat  in  the  choice 
IS  set  forth  i:i  tl  e  late  cir  iil.ir  o:  the  Secret  iry.  |  „f  pduions,  in  which  there  is  oftentimes  great 
Let  the.-e  parochial  As-ociioi. .ns  lie  geneiallv j„  coiiteiils,  typographical  correct¬ 
ness,  and  the  annotations  of  the  commentator. 


his  ability  to  discriminate  would  lead  him, 
wherever  it  was  possible,  to  select  the  beet. 
During  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centu¬ 
ries,  more  valuable  aiicieiit  historical  and  clas¬ 
sical  works  have  been  issued  from  the  presses  of 


gentlemen,  engaged  as  they  sedulously  are  iu;So  many  perenniaLstreanis,  the.se  As'oci.itions ,  a,,,]  than  from  all  the  rest  of  Eu 

other  pursuits,  arc  still  willing,  without  prospect  I  will  be  constantly  pouring  lunds  into  the  I  rea- ' 
of  reward  or  even  of  thanks,  to  give  so  intieh ,  >  try,  while  they  will  receive  from  the  Execu- 
time  to  this  Society — so  long  as  they  are  found  I  live  Coininitlee,  in  icturn,  a  new  iinp  ilse  to 
every  week,  and,  in  the  case  of  some  individu-:  activity  and  prayer.  And  if  to  socli  oigaiiiza- 
als,  for  many  dc.ys  in  the  week,*  engaged  ini  tion  theie  he  added  some  effective  plan  lor  edu- 


transacting  its  business  with  promptitude  and 
iinaiiimily,  it  is  plain  that  its  inefficiency  mn>t 
be  ascribed  to  other  causes  than  their  uiifaiili- 
fulness. 


rope.  Large  collections  of  those  are  to  be  found 
in  the  libraries  of  wealthy  or  noble  families,  of 
churches,  convents,  and  other  ecclesiastical  es- 
tahlishments,  many  of  which,  in  the  vicissi¬ 
tudes  of  human  affairs,  are  broken  up,  and  dis- 


catiiig  pious  and  talented  youth,  to  be  devoted  !  pprsed  :  and  these,  the  literary  treasures  of  the 
to  ill'*  mini-try  ;  it  proper  mcatiires  be  lAken,.Q|j  world,  are  what  are  offeied  to  the  literary 
by  (  -.iristiau  parents  ami  teachers,  to  fectnii- j  wants  and  necessiiies  of  the  New.  We  cannot 
iiietid  this  cause  to  the  sympathies  of  the  ri.-ing;  I, „t  flatter  ourselves  that  the  rem.ark.s  which 
What  those  causes  are,  is  ably  delineated  by  1  g**ueratioTi  ;  and  above  all,  if  throughout  tlie  ;  follow  will  meet  llie  eve  of  some  liberal  minded 
the  author  ol  this  pamphlet.  .Vfter  allowing  j  Lhurch  more  fervent  and  iin|Xirtuiiat**  prayer ;  persons,  who  may  be  able  and  disposed  to  make 

due  weight  to  the  circumstances  which  have  j  be  made  to  ascend  to  God  for  tlie  iffusion  ol  I  j,„  j.jfyrt  for  the  increase  of  the  Collc'c  Library 

necessarily  crippled  the  mis.sionary  exertions  ofj  his  Grace,  we  cannot  doubt  tiiat  a  new  and 
Churchmen,  he  tl'ves  not  hesitate  to  a.<criL‘ej  most  cheering  a.s[>ect  would  be  assumed  by  the 
much  of  their  inefficiency  to  the  want  of  a  spir-' affairs  of  the  Society. 

It  of  enlightened  and  Christian  pliilanthropy.  j  But  to  accomplish  these  plans,  agents  are  in- 
Coinparing  our  resources  as  a  Church  with  { dispensable  ;  and  at  present  they  must  be  vol- 
those  of  other  denominations,  and  making  at  j  untary  agents.  The  Society  has  not  the  means 
the  same  time  all  reasonable  abatements  for  the!  of  supporting  even  a  Secretary — much  less 
disadvantages  under  which  we  labour,  he  still  I  those  salaried  agents  who  are  often  employed  by 
insists  that  we  have  been  n  *t  only  fearfully  be-  similar  institutions.  It  must  enlist  the  services 
hind  our  duly,  but  behind  even  the  spirit  ofthejof  talented  and  induential  clergymen  in  regions 
He  dwells  on  the  deplorably  little  wliicli  I  either  contiguous  to  their  stated  fields  of  labour. 


in  the  manner  pointed  out,  which  would  be 
not  only  of  importance  to  the  College,  but  iu 
the  highest  degree  creditable  to  themselves  ■. — 

"  In  my  last  letter  to - ,  I  gave  him  a 


li.st  of  books,  which  I  had  packed  np  to  send 
to  the  Library,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Carrara, 
an  excellent  man  and  a  fine  Italian  scholar,  who 
is  very  desirous  of  visiting  the  United  States. 
But  he  has  now  determined  not  to  attempt  the 
voyage  until  Spring.  I  went  to  Florence  on 
the  Kith,  and  then  saw  the  rest  of  the  Italian 
books,  which  I  had  left  to  be  bound,  with  the 
intention  of  sending  them  also  to  America.  But 
finding  that  Mr.  Carrara  does  not  go,  I  shall 
defer  sending  the  whole  until  next  Spring.  In 
the  mean  lime  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I 
think  the  friends  of  the  College  might  to  avail 
themselves  of  my  being  here  to  purchase,  in 
addition,  a  number  of  standard  works  for  the 
Library,  many  of  them  in  the  highest  degree 
desirable.  I  have  constant  opportiiniiies  of  pur¬ 
chasing,  at  very  reduced  prices,  either  at  auc- 


... 

the  Society  has  been  enabled  even  to  attempt,!  or  at  a  greater  distance  from  them,  upon  no  i.th- 
and  shows  that  the  clergy  and  active  laymen  of!  er  pecuniary  consideration  than  the  payment 
our  Cliurch  must  appropriate  to  themselves  of  their  travelling  expenses,  who  will  consent 
much  of  the  guilt  and  the  shame.  Experience,  to  devote  a  week,  a  month,  or  three  months,  a# 
has  demonstrated,  that  where  iinporiaril  objects  |  may  best  suit  their  own  views  respectively,  in 
are  presented  to  congregations,  they  will  Ik;  '  preaching  in  behalf  of  the  Society,  in  promoting 
cordially  and  fully  sustained.  'I’he  only  ques- '  the  formation  of  associations  and  auxiliaries, 
tion  then  is,  whether  pastors,  and  the  more  ac-jasd  in  urging  home  the  claims  of  this  Institu¬ 
tive  members  of  our  churches,  will  come  up  to  tion  upon  the  hearts  of  all  the  people  of  God  in 
the  help  of  this  Institution,  or  will  suffer  it  irre-!  our  communion.  Their  exertions  must  be 
trievably  and  disgracefully  to  fail:  “For,"  tolfoconded  by  the  cordial  assistance  of  every 
u.se  the  language  of  the  author,  “  they  may  rest  j  clergyman  in  his  individual  sphere,  and  by  the  j  (jon,  o7  from  private  libraries  of  deceased  per- 

j  sons,  books  of  great  value,  and  often  of  great 
rarity.  All  the  standard  Historical  book®, 
books  of  Antiquities,  Oriental  Literature,  &c. 
can  be  obtained,  by  taking  advantage  of  oppor¬ 
tunities,  at  very  low  prices.  An  effort  should 
lie  made  to  place  funds  to  a  sufficient  amount 
in  tny  hands,  to  enable  me  to  purchase  books  in 
the  various  departments  of  literature  and  sci¬ 
ence,  of  which  a  list  should  be  sent  to  me,  to 
gether  with  instructions  as  to  those  which  it  may 
be  left  to  my  judgment  to  buy,  without  particu¬ 
lar  orders.  I'he  great  and  valuable  collection 
of  writers  on  Italian  history,  by  Mnratori,  in  31 
volumes,  folio;  the  Byzantine  Historians,  in 
36  vols.  folio;  Baronins’ EcclesiasticarAnnnIs, 
and  his  confinuators,  in  43  vols.  folio ;  the  Col¬ 
lections  ofCouncils,  by  Mansi ;  the  Thesaurin 


assured,  that  the  affair.s  of  the  Society  are  at '  co-operation  of  all  laymen  who  foel  the  moment- 
such  an  alarming  crisis,  that  if  something  bejons  importance  of  the  cause.  The  first  call, 
not  done  instantly,  with  all  the  heart  and  with  then,  is  upon  those  who  profess  to  be  the  deci- 
both  hands,  the  Society  must  be  ABAND(JN-I  ded  and  ardent  friend.s  of  the  Missionary  enter- 
ED.  Men  cannot  brook  the  mortification  tifl  prise.  “  Unless  they  are  found,”  says  the  ati- 
standing  accouutable  to  the  Christian  world  atithor,  “foremost  in  responding  to  the  late  ap- 
this  time  of  day,  as  executive  officers  of  a  s^icie-l  p^xl  of  the  Secretary — unless  they  go  forward 
ty  which  no  funds,  no  agents,  no  inis.>iona- ;  in  organizing  Associations  and  Auxiliaries,  in 
ries,  no  auxiliaries,  no  extensive  energies  are  *  offering  themselves  as  voluntary  agents  of  the 
pledged  to  sustain.  The  peril  is  imminent,  j  Society,  in  sustaining  and  giving  practical  effi- 
ihat  within  a  year  we  shall  have  a  missionary ;  ciency  to  the  measures  which  emanate  from 
society  whose  affair.s,  clergy  and  laity,  are  stiithe  executive  Committee,  it  is  clear  to  demon- 
thoroughly  ashamed  of  administering,  that  it  stratiou,  that  the  energies  of  the  institution  will 
will  be  abandoned;  and — oh!  disgrace  and  '  continue  paralyzed  ;  and  for  the  credit  of  the 
guilt  too  shocking  to  be  endured — there  m  ly  Church  and  of  the  cause  of  Missions  nin  ng 


be  found  in  the  Frotestant  world  a  church,  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  numbers  and  po8ses.swig  the  wealth 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  without 

*  See  Criai®,  SiC.  p.  4T. 


it  would  have  been  better  had  no  Society 
ever  been  instituted."  Shall  this  appeal,  we 


ask,  be  iu  vain  7  For  the  honour  of  our  com- 1  of  mhlical  Antiquities,  by  Ugolini ;  and  varloua 
inunion — for  the  fair  fame  of  Religion — for  the  I  others,  which  might  be  named,  arc  indispensa 


sake  of  consistency,  we  answer,  No  I 


ble  to  a  professor  of  Civil  or  Ecclesiastical  Ilia- 
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tory,  as  books  of  reference,  and,  by  walchin;;  | 
opportunities,  may  be  bought  for  half  the  sum  j 
which  they  would  cost  the  College,  if  sent  fur  | 
in  the  ordinary  way  of  commerce.  Yale  ('ol- ' 
lege  obtained  several  of  them  when  Mr.  Silli-: 
man  was  in  Europe,  and  I  learned  at  Rome  tliat ' 
Mr.  Everett  bought  many  there  for  Cambridge.* 
1  buy  Italian  books,  by  ^ing  on  the  8|M>t,  at  a ; 
discount  of  2."»,  39,  and  sometimes  even  ;>0  per  i 
cent,  from  the  catalogue  prices.  There  is  a 
work  now  publishing,  by  the  celebrated  anato-' 
mist  Mascagni,  which  would  be  of  immense ! 
value  to  medical  students.  The  Flora,  and  l*o-  ; 
mona  of  Italy  would  l>e  equally  valuable  to  tliei 
botanist.  I  do  not  attempt  to  name  the  various ! 
collections  of  works  pertaining  to  Antiquities, ' 
and  the  Fine  Arts.  But  I  would  ask,  are  there  i 
no  persons,  who  have  the  ability,  liberal  enough  ' 
to  be  willing  to  enrich  the  library  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  with  such  donations  ?  If  there  arc,  I  need  ; 
not  say,  that  now  is  the  time  to  do  the  most  with 
the  smallest  means.”  I 

We  think  we  cannot  offer  a  better  conclusion  to  the  i 
preceding  arli<  lc,  tlian  by  prercniing  our  readers  with 
the  following  biographical  sketch  of  Mi'RAToai,  the, 
eminent  compiler  of  Italian  history,  which  affords  an| 
cncouraciug  example  to  the  scholar,  of  what  may  be  I 
accomplished  by  an  union  of  talents  and  industry. —  j 
MotiATuRi  Lunoviro  Axtiiomo,  a  learned  j 
Italian  writer,  born  at  Vignola,  in  the  duchy  o(  ■ 
Modena  in  the  year  1072.  He  was  observed, 
«ven  in  his  infancy,  to  have  a  passion  for  reiid- 
ing,  which  was  imbibed  from  perusing  the  ro- 1 
mances  of  Madame  Scudery,  which  by  acci-i 
dent,  at  that  early  period,  fell  in  his  way.  At 
the  age  of  thirteen  he  was  sent  to  the  Jesuits’ 
School  at  Modena,  where  he  daily  stole  from 
his  sleep  several  hours  to  allot  to  his  studies, 
and  from  this  time  to  his  death  he  restricted 
himself  to  seven  hours’  rest  out  of  the  twenty- 1 
four.  At  his  own  desire  he  was  devoted  to  the  ' 
service  of  the  church,  and  received  the  tonsure  ' 
from  tlte  Bishop  of  Modena,  in  his  IGth  year,  j 
Having  completed  his  course  at  schoid,  he  en  ' 
tereu  upon  the  studies  of  the  University,  and  ' 
cultivated  [xdite  literature  with  great  eagerness.  ^ 
In  I01»  >  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  prefects  of  i 
the  Ambrosian  library  at  Milan,  having  pre-j 
viously  received  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws  at  i 
.Modena.  He  was  sotm  after  ordained  priest,  [ 
and,  in  a  manner,  shut  himself  up  amid  thej 
treasures  of  that  celebrated  repository.  Ilisj 
researches  enabled  him  to  make  those  collec- ' 
tions  of  curious  literature,  which  he  afterwards' 
gave  to  the  world  under  the  titles  of  “  .Inec-  j 
dota  Lafinri,”  and  **  Anecdota  Graca."  M'hile' 
thus  employed,  he  was  called  by  the  Duke  ofj 
Modena  to  return,  and  take  the  office  of  keep  | 
•r  of  the  archives  of  the  house  of  Este,  to  i 
which,  at  his  own  desire,  was  added  the  office 
of  ducal  librarian.  He  returned  in  the  year 
1700,  and  in  two  years  his  labours  were  inter¬ 
rupted  by  the  wars  in  Italy,  and  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  remove  the  archives  to  a  safer 
place  on  the  approach  of  the  French,  who  soon 
made  themselves  masters  of  Modena.  ’I'hey 
treated  Muratori  with  respect,  and  offered  him 
the  office  of  royal  librarian,  which  be  refused. 
In  1714,  15,  and  1 6.' he  made  several  journeys ' 
mto  Italy  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  new  | 
materials  for  memoirs  of  the  house  of  Este,  i 
and  of  that  of  Brunswick,  which  derives  its  or¬ 
igin  from  the  former.  In  this  business  he  was  j 
engaged,  as  well  by  George  I,  of  Great  Britain,  i 
who  furnished  him  with  letters  of  recommen¬ 
dation,  as  by  the  Duke  of  Modena.  On  his  { 
return,  be  received  the  benefice  of  provost  of  I 


ilieChiircIi  ui  Si.  Maria  Fuin|i(isa,  in  Modenn, 
and  ill  i!iu  di.-ciiargr-  of  the  dmics  attached  to 
this  office,  lie  I'ontiuctcd  himself  so  as  to  afford 
a  model  for  pari>h  prie.-ts,  in  acts  of  kiiidnt'ss 
and  chanty  to  oil  those  who  were  the  objects 
tif  them.  He  iiistiiuted  a  society  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  oftl:c  widow,  the  orpliuri,  and  the  des¬ 
titute,  and  at  his  death  beqneatln  d  a  large  sum 
for  its  support.  So  bencvoli-nl  w  as  fc  on  eve¬ 
ry  occasion  wl  icli  he  tlioii;,lil  tlenrwuled  pt- 
(  nniary  aid,  that  it  was  fouml  after  In.-  dtaili 
that  he  hud  given  away  to  the  pour,  and  t  xpi-nd 
ed  upon  Ins  cbiirclies,  much  more  tiiuii  he 
had  received  from  all  liis  benefices  conjuintiy. 
'1  bese  offices  of  duty  and  kindness  naiurall\ 
attarlicd  liim  to  tlie  place  of  bis  residence,  and 
no  oilers,  liu'.vever  sitlemiul,  of  wlncli  he  had 
many,  could  tciii|  t  Iniii  to  c]uit  .Modena,  wht  re 
he  lived  in  high  istceiii.  Of  his  labours  in  the 
cause  of  literature  wo  bare  tlie  testimony  ol 
Gibbon,  who  acknowledged  Muratoii  to  have 
been  “  bis  guide  and. master  in  the  liislory  ol 
Italy.”  “  Ills  country,  mid  tlie  piihiic.’'  says 
the  bisturian,  “  are  indebted  to  linn  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  works  on  that  suhjcc.l.” — 

1.  lleruin  llulicuruu^  Hcriiitoret  (A.  D.  iiUO 
to  1 5G0)  quorum  jjolisnnun  purs  uuuc  priinum 
in  lucem  prvdit.  2S  vols.  foiio,  Milan,  1723— 
1751.” 

2.  “  Antiquilates  Itulia  medii  Aucl,  6  vols. 
lolio,  Milan,  111  75  curious  di  serlations  on  the 
manners,  government,  religion,  of  the 
Italians  of  the  darker  ages.” 

3.  “  Disserlationi  sopra  le  Antiquilu  1  iiliane, 
3  vols  quarto,  Milan.  ” 

4.  “  .iririra/i  d'  Italia,  1C  vols.  octavo,  Milan.” 

6.  “  Dell'  Auticliila  Lslensee  ct  Uuiiune,  2 

vols  folio,  Modena.” 

In  17UG  he  published  a  work,  entitled  "  Del¬ 
la  perjetta  Poeiia  Itatiiina,"  in  two  volumes, 
which  gave  rise  to  considerable  controversy,  as 
might  have  been  cx|)ectcd,  in  a  country  in  wiiicli 
different  poets  of  bigb  celebrity  bad  toriiieU  dif- 
Icrent  schools  of  admirers,  in  he  wrote  a 
treatise  on  ”  Moral  l*hilos  >phy,”  which  was  sev¬ 
eral  times  reprinted.  He  carried  his  inquiries 
into  medical  subjects,  and,  on  the  appearance 
of  a  pestilential  disorder  in  Getniany  in  1713, 
publi.-lied  a  work  entitled  ”  Governo  della  I*e$- 
It,"  in  which  he  treated  on  the  office  of  the 
magistrate,  the  physician,  and  the  divine,  dur¬ 
ing  tlie  awful  vi.sitatiun  of  the  plague.  To  a 
new  edition  of  tins  work,  in  1721,  was  added  a 
relation  of  the  plague  of  Marseilles.  In  1742, 
lie  published  a  curious  work,  ”  Dei  Dtsetlidd- 
la  Giurisprudenlia,"  whicli  was  Connected  with 
his  pursuits  in  history  and  anti<|uities,  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  his  favourite  studies.  As  a  titeologian, 
he  raised  a  formidable  storm  against  himself  in 
controversial  divinity,  on  the  ground  of  the 
immaculate  conception.  By  ciideavouriijg  to 
moderate  the  zeal  of  the  combatants,  he  acquir¬ 
ed  the  reputation  of  a  heretic,  and  found  it  ne. 
cessary  to  write  an  epistle  to  the  Pope,  in  bis 
vindication.  He  was  the  author  of  another  ce|. 
ebrated  but  obnoxious  work,  ”  Della  Rtgolata 
Divozione  dei  Christiani,"  printed  in  1747,  in 
which  he  went  as  far  as  he  durst  in  avowing 
himself  hostile  to  vulgar  superstition,  and  on  that 
account  made  himself  many  enemies. 

Muratori  was  the  author  of  many  other  works 
besides  those  already  mentioned,  particularly 
of  lives  of  eminent  persons,  as  of  Petrarch, 
Paolo  Segneri,  Slc.,  and  of  various  disserta¬ 
tions  on  antiquarian  subjects.  In  all,  heap- 
proved  himself  a  dilige  nt  and  laborious  writer, 
who  aspires  above  the  prejudices  of  a  Roman 


Catholic  priest.  His  reputation  extended 
throiiglinut  Europe,  and  he  was,  by  means  of  a 
good  constitution  and  excellent  health,  enabled 
to  continue  his  various  labours  till  an  advanced 
period  of  bis  life.  He  died  January  1750,  in 
the  7btli  year  of  his  age,  and  various  tributes 
of  high  respect  were  paid  to  his  memory,  by 
persons  of  all  parties  and  of  different  countries. 


APPEAL  rt)R  THE  l.VDIA.NS. 

A  lady  has  put  into  our  hands  a  printed  ‘‘  Cir¬ 
cular  addres.-ed  to  Benevolent  Ladies  of  the 
United  States.”  It  is  a  glowing  and  pathetic 
slateiiient  of  the  gloomy  pruspects,  and  the  mul¬ 
tiplied  wrongs  of  the  Indian  nations  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  it  presents  a  powerful  appeal  to 
the  conscience  and  sympathy,  as  well  as  to  the 
patriotism,  philanthropy,  and  justice  of  the 
.American  people,  in  beliair  of  the  wasting  rem¬ 
nant  of  the  iuteresting  and  suffering  race  of 
Red  men.  It  calls  upon  us  to  lift  up  our  voice 
and  plead  their  cause  — to  stretch  forth  the  hand 
of  Chri.-iian  benevolence,  and  endeavour,  ere  it 
be  too  late,  to  avert  from  them  the  injury  and 
the  eventual  extinction  by  which  they  seem  to 
be  threatened.  A  very  strung  case  is  here 
pressed  upon  our  consideration — a  case  which 
comes  under  the  cognizance  of  justice  and  hu¬ 
manity.  M  e  are  aware  that  it  is,  in  .some  parts 
of  the  country,  as^ulning  a  political  a-pect ;  and 
that  party  spirit  has  hegun  to  throw  over  it  the 
colourings  of  prejudice :  but  we  stand  aloof 
from  political  affairs — we  h.ave  nothing  to  do 
with  political  disciissinn.s — we  feel  not  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  any  of  the  political  motives  which  agi¬ 
tate  and  divide  our  fellow-rilizens  ; — we  look 
upon  this  subject  in  no  other  light  than  that  of 
simple  Cliri-tian  irora'iiy.  W'e  say, let  jvstice 
lie  done — let  ki.miness  and  hi  mamtv  be  exer¬ 
cised — let  a  Ciini.-Ti.vN  spiiiit  be  exhibited, 
and  the  Christia.n  name  he  lionotiretl,  in  all 
our  dealings  v.ith  the  unfortunate  children  of 
the  forest,  the  original  proprietors  of  our  soil. 
They  are  certainly  not  our  slaves.  They  are 
either  an  indrvemlcnt  prt^tlt ,  and  should  be  re¬ 
spected  as  sticb — or  Jrre  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales,  subject  to  the  same  laws,  and  entitled  to 
the  full  and  unmolested  enjoyment  of  the  same 
rights  and  privileges  as  ourselves.  On  the 
broad  principles  of  equity,  apart  from  all  politic¬ 
al  considerations,  it  is  oiir  duty  to  see  that  those 
feeble  tribes  of  Indians,  who  still  dwell  beneath 
the  shadow  of  our  wings,  are  protected  from 
ruthless  aggressions,  atid  ”  saved  from  the  hand 
of  all  that  bate  tlicni.”  The  honour  of  our 
country  and  the  dictates  of  our  holy  religion 
demand  it. 

'I  hu  Circular  is  from  the  pen  of  a  lady,  and 
proi>oses  that  the  ladies  of  the  United  States 
should  exert  their  iufluence  in  behalf  of  ”  the 
poor  Indian,”  by  sending  a  petition  to  Con¬ 
gress. — Our  paper  is  so  far  advanced  that  we 
have  room  only  for  the  following  extract : 

“  In  the  days  of  chivalry,  at  the  female  voice, 
thouands  of  lances  would  have  been  laid  in  rest 
to  protect  the  helpless  and  oppressed.  But 
these  are  days  of  literature,  refinement,  charity 
and  religion  ;  and  may  we  not  appeal  to  nobler 
champions,  than  chivalry  could  boast  ?  Will 
the  liberal  and  refined,  those  who  are  delight¬ 
ed  with  the  charms  of  eloquence  and  poetry  ; 
those  who  love  the  legends  of  romance,  and 
the  records  of  antiquity  ;  those  who  celebrate 
and  admire  the  stern  virtues  of  Roman  warri¬ 
ors  and  patriots  ;  will  these  permit  such  a  race 
to  be  swept  from  the  earth  ? — a  nation  who 
have  emerged  from  the  deepest  shades  of  anti- 
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quity  ;  whosestory,  and  whose  wild  and  inter- 
eating  trails  arc  becoming  tlie  theme  of  the 
poet  and  novelist  ;  who  command  a  native  elo¬ 
quence  unequalled  for  pathos  and  sublimity  ; 
whose  stern  fortitude  and  unbending  courage, 
eiceed  the  lionian  renown  T  Will  the  natu¬ 
ralist,  who  laments  the  extinction  of  the  mam¬ 
moth  race  of  the  forest,  allow  this  singular  and 
interesting  species  of  the  human  race  to  cease 
from  the  earth  7  Will  those  who  boast  of  liber¬ 
ty,  and  feel  their  breasts  throb  at  the  name  of 
freedom  and  their  country,  will  they  permit 
the  free  and  noble  Indian  to  be  driven  from  his 
native  land,  or  to  crouch  and  perish  under  the 
scourge  of  oppression  7  And  those  whose 
hearts  thrill  at  the  magic  sound  of  home,  and 
turn  with  delightful  remembrance  to  the  woods 
and  the  valleys  of  their  childlnKid  and  youth, 
will  they  allow  this  helpless  race  to  be  forced 
forever  from  such  blessed  scenes,  and  to  look 
back  upon  them  with  hopeless  regret  and  de¬ 
spair  7 

You  who  gather  the  youthful  group  around 
your  fireside  and  rejoice  in  their  future  hopes  and 
joys,  will  you  forget  that  the  poor  Indian  loves 
his  children  too,  and  would  as  bitterly  mourn 
over  all  their  blasted  hopes  ?  And,  while  sur¬ 
rounded  by  such  treasured  blessing*,  ponder 
with  dread  and  awe,  these  fearful  words  ol 
Him,  who  thus  forbids  the  violence,  and  re¬ 
cords  the  malediction  of  those,  who  either  as 
individuals,  or  as  nations,  shall  oppress  the 
needy  and  helpless. 

“  Thou  shall  not  vex  the  stranger  nor  op¬ 
press  him,  for  ye  were  strangers  in  the  land. — 
If  thou  afflict  them,  and  they  cry  at  all  unto 
me,  I  will  surely  hear  their  cry  ;  and  rny  wrath 
shall  wax  hot,  and  I  w  ill  kill  you  with  the 
sword,  and  yotir  wives  shall  be  widows,  and 
vour  children  fatherless.” 

It  cannot  but  seem  a  matlerof  grief  and  aston¬ 
ishment,  that  such  facts  exist  in  this  country; 
in  a  nation  blessed  with  wealth,  and  power,  and 
laws,  and  religion  ;  and  whose  possessions 
reach  from  ocean  to  ocean.  Diit  humiliating 
as  is  the  reflection,  the  Indians  mu-t  perish, 
unless  their  deslruclion  can  be  averted  by  a  most 
decided  and  energetic  expression  of  the  wishes 
and  feelings  of  a  Christian  nation,  addressed  to 
the  Congress  now  a.ssembling,  and  which  is 
soon  to  decide  their  doom. 

Have  not  then  the  females  of  this  country 
some  duties  devolving  upon  them  in  rela.'ion  to 
this  helpless  race  ?  They  are  protected  from 
the  blinding  influence  of  party  spirit,  and  the 
asperities  of  {lolitical  violence.  'I'hey  have 
nothing  to  do  with  any  struggle  for  power,  nor 
any  riglil  to  dictate  the  decisions  of  those  that 
rule  over  them.  But  they  may  feel  for  the  dis¬ 
tressed,  they  may  stretch  out  the  supplicating 
hand  for  them,  and  by  their  prayers,  strive  to 
avert  the  calamities  that  arc  impending  over^ 
them.  It  may  be,  that  female  petitioners  can 
lawfully  be  heard,  even  by  the  highest  rulers  of 
our  land.  Why  may  we  not  approach  and 
supplicate  that  we  and  our  dearest  friends  may  I 
l»e  saved  from  the  awful  curses  denounced  on  j 
all  who  oppress  the  poor  and  needy,  by  Him.j 
whose  anger  is  to  be  dreaded  more  than  the 
wrath  of  man  ;  who  can  ”  blast  us  with  the 
breath  of  his  nostrils,”  and  scatter  our  hope* 
iike  chaff  before  a  storm.  It  may  be  this  will 


for  a  nation’s  life,  was  thus  reproved  for  hesi¬ 
tating  even  when  death  stared  her  in  the  way  ; 
**  If  thou  altogether  hold  thy  peace  at  this  time, 
then  shall  deliverance  arise  from  another 


place  :  hut  tlioii  and  thy  father's  house  shall  he  I 
destroyed;  and  who  knowelh  whether  thou 
art  come  to  the  kingdom  fur  such  a  cause  as  j 
this  ?”  I 

'I’o  woman,  it  is  given  to  administer  the! 
sweet  charities  of  life,  and  to  sway  the  empire 
ofaflection  ;  and  to  her  it  may  also  he  said,! 
“  who  knnweth  whether  thou  art  come  to  the 
kingdom  fuu  *nch  a  cause  as  this  ?" 

For  the  Fpitcopal  VVatchinao.  | 

FrSTIV.4LS.— CHRISTMAS.  j 

Festivals  in  commemoration  of  religious,  po- 1 
lilical,  moral  or  literary  events,  arc,  when  kept 
within  reasonable  limits,  of  incalculable  service 
to  refinement,  knowledge  and  virtue.  The  con¬ 
course  mingle  their  sympathies  —  the  mass  glows 
with  one  general  sentiment  of  brotherly  love, 
and  heartfelt  joy  :  while  religion  catches  a  new 
iiisfiiralion  as  multitudes  are  pouring  nut  their 
thaiiksgirings  and  praise  to  Heaven.  But  of  all 
festivals,  that  of  Christmas  awakens  the  strong¬ 
est  and  most  heartfelt  associations.  “  There  is 
a  tone  of  sacred  and  solemn  feeling,  that  blends 
with  our  conviviality,  and  lifts  the  spirit  to  a 
state  of  hallowed  and  elevated  enjoyment.  The 
.services  of  the  Church  about  this  season  are  ex- 
tieinely  tender  and  inspiring.  They  dwell  on  the 
beautiful  story  of  the  origin  of  our  faith,  and  the 
pastoral  scenes  that  accompanied  its  announce¬ 
ment.  Tliey  gradually  increase  in  fervour  and 
pathos  during  the  season  of  Advent,  until  they 
break  forth  in  full  jubilee  on  the  morning  that 
brought  jieace  and  good  will  to  men.  1  do  not 
know  a  grander  cfl’ect  of  music  on  the  moral 
feelings,  iliun  that  produced  by  hearing  the  full 
choir  and  the  pealing  organ  pei  formin':  a  Christ¬ 
mas  anthem  in  a  cathedral,  and  filling  every 
part  of  the  vast  pile  w  ith  triumphant  harmony.” 
Thus  is  it  described  by  an  eminent  w  riter.  Let 
tlio.se  who  are  churchmen  cultivate  and  cherish 
the  feelings  which  seemed  to  fill  his  heart ;  and 
now,  a.s  the  season  of  Advent  has  arrived,  on 
which  he  touched  with  so  much  fircling,  let  us 
all  study  to  improve  it  for  our  own  aiMid,  for 
the  advancement  of  true  religion,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  Church.  M.  i 


A  GOOD  KXVMi’i.E. — We  understand  that  the] 
ladies  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Greenfield,  i 
Mas.  have  within  a  few  months  paid  into  the 
'I'reasury  oftlie  D.&-F.  M  Society, asumsuffi- 
cient  to  constitute  their  Rector,  the  Rev.  'I'l- 
rt's  Stkong,  a  member  for  life.  If  the  lailies 
of  every  parish  would  “go  and  do  likewise,” 
they  would  confer  honour  niKin  their  clergymen 
and  upon  themselves,  and  afl/rrd  very  important 
pecuniary  aid  to  the  cause  of  Missions. — Tlie 
Philadelphia  pajrer  containing  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  above  donation,  was  either  lost  or 
overl(X)ked  :  otherwise  we  should  have  publirh- 
ed  an  earlier  notice  of  it. 

Sr.  Paul’s  CiioRni,  Otis,  Mas. — We  learn 
that  the  statement  concerning  this  Church,  con¬ 
tained  in  a  paragraph  on  the  30-llh  page  of  the 
Watchman,  is  erroneon.s.  “  The  unfavorable 
slate  of  the  weather  on  the  31st.  of  October, 
prevented  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone,  as  was 
j  expected:  and  the  appropriate  ceremony  and 
I  services  are  now  postponed  until  the  early  pan 
I  of  next  Spring,  when  the  frame  of  the  building 
will  be  ready  to  be  raised.” 

Columbia  College,  New-Yobk. — The  va¬ 
cancy  in  the  Presidency  of  this  Institution,  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Harris,  has  been 
filled  by  the  election  of  William  A.  Duer,LL.D., 


_ _ [Dec.  19. 

one  of  the  Circuit  Judges  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

St.  Luke’s  P.arisii,  Charleston,  S.  C.— 
The  corner-stone  of  a  new  Episcopal  Church 
was  laid  at  Grahamville,  the  Summer  residence 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  above  Parish,  on  the 
28lh  of  October,  and  an  address  adapted  to  the 
grateful  occasion  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Thom¬ 
as  J.  Young,  Rector  of  the  same. — Charleston 
Gospel  Messenger. 

In  the  Holy  Land,  there  is  a  manifest  gath¬ 
ering  of  Jews  from  Poland  and  Germany.  Scrip¬ 
tural  pilgrimages  are  supplanting  idolatrous; 
nor  will  Jerusalem  cease,  in  all  probability,  to 
attract  to  it  the  steady  and  efficient  regard  of 
enlightened  Christians,  while  it  shall  continue 
to  need,  as  it  now  does,  their  sympathy  and  their 
aid. — London  Missionary  Rigisier. 


OBITIARV. 

Diwt,  in  the  citT  of  Nrw-HaTen,  on  Sunday  eTcninir  Un, 
the  13th  of  December,  the  Re*.  Jo^rm  I’r.Har,  »fed,  51. 
He  attendrd  Church  in  the  innrninfr,  apparently  i.i  good 
health,  wat  taken  ill  at  the  cloaeof  the  aervice,  and  eipired 
about  sit  o'clock  in  the  errning, — 0>nn.  Jour. 

ACKXOWLEDG.MEXT. 

CIHTRCII  sniOLARSHIP  SOCIETY. 

The  Treasurer  acknowledge*  the  receipt  of  Twent*  Dol¬ 
lars  from  a  friend,  by  .Mr.  C.  S.  Ire*. 

J.  M.  GOODWI.N,  TVfrtawrrr. 


NOTICE. 

THE  Nfw  EriscoPAL  Church  in  this  city  will  be 
conrecrated  on  ednrsdav,  the  23d  ot  the  present 
month,  and  a  discourse  delivered  on  the  occasion,  by 
the  lit.  Eev.  fiiaiior  Hoiart,  of  Now  York.  The 
Congregation  will  assemble  at  a  quarter  before  II 
o'clock,  in  the  Old  Church,  and  will  go  in  proceiwioTi 
to  the  new  edifice,  precisily  at  11,  when  the  serricee 
will  commence. 

On  the  following  d.ay,  at  10  o’clock.  A.  M.,  the  pews 
will  be  rented  until  Easter,  the  1  Ith  of  April  next. 

W  ILLl  \M  T.  LEE,P<irt*A  Clerk. 

Hartford,  Doc.  I7lh,  1K29. 


CO.MMON  1‘RAYER. 

J'tn  received  b* 

II.  &.  F  J.  HUiN TI.VGTON, 

\N  additional  mpply  of  I’laver  Book*,  which  render* 

their  a«aorlment  »ery  complete. - Pertoos  wishing  a 

new  book,  fur  the  new  Church,  can  be  gratified  with  any 
»ite  or  ilrle  of  binding  they  may  desire. 

Dec.  18. 


N  B.  HOLMES, 

Cookaeller,  No.  2t>2,  Greenwich-street,  New-York, 

Has  just  received,  and  ofTers  for  sale,  wliolesale  and  re¬ 
tail,  THE  AMKRIC  kN  PSALMODY,  a Col- 
leelion  of  Sacred  Music,  compriiing  a  great  variety  of  Pialib 
and  Hymn  Tunea,  Set  Pieces,  Anthems  and  Chanit;  to 
which  is  pretiacd.  Elements  of  Musical  Elocution,  Ac.  Aa. 
Dec.  5. 


rilLRrilMAN’S  POCKET  ALMANACK. 
rWXHE  ntURCHMVN’S  I'Ot  KET  ALMANACK  fit. 
X  1S30,  just  received  and  for  sale  bv 

H.  A  F.  J.  llU.NTINGTOfl. 


Dec.  10. 
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11.  &  F.  J.  HUNTINGTON, 

BOOKSELLERS  AND  I'UBLISHERa, 
Corner  of  Main  and  Asylum  Streets, 
II.ARTFOHD. 

Tcrmm,  f2.  60  R  year,  or  |2  if  paid  u>  advanee 
AGENTS. 

Portland — Samuel  Coleman. 

Portsmouth — Nathaniel  March. 

t:hatlev  Stimpson,  Jr.,  76,  Waabin|toa  fit. 
Nn/rm — W,  A  S.  B  Ive*. 
jVrw-YorIt— N  B.  Holmes,  262,  Qreeowieh  at 
Ware  C.  Little. 

7Vot— -E.  Platt. 

i'c/trn«c/ady— Rev.  A.  P.  ProeL 


